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ELEPHANT GYPSY GOES WILD
AND IS KILLED NEAR HERE.

The Monster Brute of the Harris Nickel-Plate Shows Tramples her Keeper to Death and Runs Amuck.
After Terrorizing the Business Portion of the City, she Dashes out to Pine Park :
and was Shot Down Six Miles Above the City Sunday Morning.

VM mhmed asensation Sttt'
nrda.y night such as no otheroicyin
,the country has ever witnessed. :

Itmaoﬁnebyﬁoox'el otpeopleaf?

H e _lhnding iin‘;deﬂpnu "ot !uWhg |
“ After a- chase lasting ultnightlong :

u-cnd -fgr into Sunday morning, the big

“brate was killed by Ohief of Police|
- Dampier, six miles above the city; with |

7“, linglai_ﬂnlmt:~ trom 8 nglorgemen

gmwmmmw
_have been ‘the first animal of the kind
-over kmed by a rifie ball in thiscountry. |

The elephlni belonged to the Harris |

Nickel Plate Shows, which gave two|

‘porfurmmm here Saturday and which
broke tents that night to go into winter
-quarters at Pine Park. The animal was

,namei"&ypcr’milha had been seen |

- many times in this city. She was one
_of the largest elephants in the world,

The show was here for two weeks dur- |
ing the State Fair and gave two per-|

formances daily, the acts by ‘“‘Gypsy”’
being features of the performances.
The show went from here to Lake
“City for two performances and then
visited Macon, Oordele, Tifton and

other places along the Georgia South-|
ern road, returning here Saturday

morning for the last two performancel
of the season.

106 dozens |

< e -

Elephant Under Perfect Control. 1
_The big beast was in charge of James
O’Ronrke, who seemed to have her un.
der perfect control.. Bhe was an ex.
ceedingly intelligent animal and her
acts in the circus ring were the clever-
est ever witnessed here. Among them
‘was the blowing of a harmonica, Gypsy
being the only elephant in the world
which had been trained to blow a wind
instrument of any kind. :
. All day Saturday, O’'Rourke, the
elephant’s tratner, complained of being
sick and that afterpoon he began to
take quinine and  whiskey in pretty
liberal doses. He was seen to takea
drink of whiskey just before mounting
the elephant . to go to the park and one
of the showmen spoke to him and sug-
gemd that he had ‘‘better cut that out.’
At O’Ronke 8 command, the elephant
kneeled-down and he crawled up on her |
head and then he gave the signal for|
her to move on. The great beast star-
ted off from the show grounds, east of
the city hall, toward Patterson street
and thence to the Georgia Southern
passenger depot where O’Rourke ex-
pected to get a change of clothing to
put on. He remained at the circus cars
a short while and started back ap town

This article continues on pages 2 - 6. It is from the then
semi-weekly Valdosta Times Tuesday, Nov. 25, 1902.
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a short while and started back up town
along Patterson street, turning at Hill
avenue toward the show grounds, but
turning again at Ashley street toward
Central avenue. The showmen say that
the elephant expected to go in the car
at the depot and when she was brought
back up town it angered her.

Turned Down Wrong Street.

The turn at Ashley street was made
and Gypsy ambled along toward Cen-
tral avenus, where a turn was made to
the left, leading toward Patterson
wtreet, but crossing that street and oon-
tinuing the slow paoce toward Toombs
street. A number of parties on the

street called ount to O'Rourke and told |

him that he' was going the wrong way,

but he psid no attention to them.|

Ohief Dampier was sitting at his stable
when the elephant passed there and he
called O’'Rourke’s attention to the fact
he was on the wrong street, buta
mumbled answer ocame from the man
on the elephant’s head, and the chief
supposed that he wanted to go a side
street to get out of the way of the ve-
hicles and street cars on Patterson
street.

Two young men, Smith and Chris-
tian, followed the elephant from Pat-
terson street to Toombs and were close
to her when O'Rourke fell off of her
head. They stated that the elephant
stopped a moment as if to wait for him
to resume his position, but a moment
later she kneeled down over him and
orushed every bone inj his body, rolling
the limp body along with her trunk
and tusks for probably fifty yards.

| bers of the cirous were' calling to her in

pieces of timber through the air.

Her Keepera’ Donth Reported.

She then turned foward the side of
the street and began grazing on the
grass thete as if nothing had happened.
Chief.- Dampier heard her ocrushing
O’Rourke and ran over olose enough to
see that he ocould do nothing for the
man, He then went to the cirons and
informed the managers of what had

tiken place. In a short while the en- |

tire circus force was on the ground try-
ing to control the animal, while Mana-
gor Wilson and Sheriff Passmore were
trying to get the crowds to stand back.

Oune of the clowns, Barney Shea, who
was formerly her keeper, undertook to
lead - her toward the depot and place
her on the oars there and it was be-
lieved that he would suoceed, as the
snimal knew his voice and followed
him neatl\v to the Plant System depot.
In -the meantime, & large crowd had
gathered and’ ‘excitement was running
high. A traip stopped oh the crossing
where the elephant was to psss and

mmd to rattle her,
- She turned back toward the Christian
church, from which some of the mém-

“elephant talk,” but it was apparent
that she was getting thoroaghly
aroused. She grabbed an electric light

pole with~her trank and" shook 1t nntil |

the lights flew out all along the street.
Then, sheé began to hurl bricks and

r with the -excited ocrowds, |

—r—

Gypsy an Integral Part of the Lore of Lowndes
Soon the restorations of the 1905 Lowndes County Court-
house and the 1906, The McKey, now a boutique hotel, will
be completed. Visitors, tourists and technology gamers will
find points of downtown history part of their Valdosta

(Gypsy an Integral Part ... continued) ... €Xperience.
This extensive newspaper article has just become available in
digital form. It will be on the Historical Society’s website for
the public to make use of it. It is surprising how much of the
Gypsy story survived into the future being told correctly. Some
Gypsy rampage happenings were not yet exposed and thus
could not be included in this day-after Valdosta Times issue.
Other newspapers wrote telling of the grand publicity that
Gypsy the elephant was bringing Valdosta, and chided Atlanta
that they were missing out. This article provides information
and perspectives concerning the rampage we had not known.
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Elephant Thoroughly Aroused.

Billy Minoer, another of the clowns
in the oircus, was hemmed in a rear
door of the new Ohristian church, but
was pulled out and hurled some dis-
tance by the angry animal. She star-
ted to remew her attack upon him, but
he was pulled out of the way by some
parties who were near by. He was in
an uunoconsoious condition and was oar-
ried to the Valdes Hotel for mediocal
treatment. In the meantime, Barmey
Shea and Clem Kerr, the latter being
the advance agent of the circus, were
in the new Christian church calling to
“Gypsy’’ and trytng to get her under
control. Shea fired at her with a pistol
several, but the bullets did no harm
except to make her mad.

was master of the situnation in that see-
tion of the city. She seemed to pay
very little attention to home folks, but

more than any one else, probably be-
cause they knew her better, and they
were careful to keep out of her way.
Especially is this true of Barney Shea,
her former manager, who stated that
she had old grudges against him thag
she would never forget.

After an hour or two, spent in promo-
nading up and down the side-walk in
front of the Valdes Hotel and the new
Ohristian church, Gyppy turned up
Toombs street in a full gallop and as
far as the eye oould reach, under the
swinging electric lights, her huge form
swayed along with the alertness of a
rabbit. Her steps, by actual measare-
ment, were from eight to nine feet
each. ~ She followed Toombs street to
the vacant lot beyond the residence of
Mr. B. H. Jones, when she cut across
to Patterson street and went on to the

O’Rourke, Rourke and the Florist Business

This article tells of “James O’Rourke.” In subsequent days, the
newspaper issues corrected the name to “Rourke.” In lore the
deceased has been written of as James “Whiskey Red” O’Rourke.
He was thus listed in the cyclical historical plays in Sunset Hill
Cemetery. At the museum we have almost ceased attempting the
correction to Rourke. The History of Lowndes County Georgia,
1825-1941 relates this story, “A huge circus elephant, Gypsy,
escaped and killed her trainer. The circus people insisted on buy-
ing flowers for the funeral.” This Gypsy event initiated the form-
ing of florist businesses in Valdosta.

For a couple of hours the elephant |

|& mumber of times indicated a very|
| xeen desire to get hold of some of the |
-eirens crowd:  They- neemed*tafearhe#

The Big Brute at Pine Park.

Then Chief Dampier and a large posse
followed her to the park for the pur-
pose of killing her as she had proven
herself entirely unmanageable and her
owner, Mrs. Harris, had stated that
she ocould not rest until she was sure
the brute was dead. Her former kéeper
Shea got up in the stand over the State
Pair office and called her to him. - She
was in the rear end of the fair grounds, |
but she answered his call. OChief Dam-
pier and his posse were on top of the
ticket office. - The big beast walked up
within fifty yards of them and stopped.
The moon was behind the clouds and

jonly a dim outline of her eould be got-

ten. The chief drew his Krag-Jorgen-

{sen rifle and fired at her two or three
»ﬁuu

The vonnﬂamoﬂmmplnhl
but npot fatal to her. She gave one
shriek and started onatnnmeommd
thofenoeinmroftho croundg.

found = plauk —off lnd.'!thbathm
tmnk brushed - away a panel or two
of the femcing like it was a row of
tooth picks. She . took the cross road
towapd the  Cat Oreek road and turned
up that to Ohetry Oveek. It was then
mearly four o'clock Sunday mornming.
Chief Dampier and his posse followed
her for some distance and then returned
to the city to get lunches, secure horses
and wait for light to dawn upon the

park.

scene.
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The Ohase Toward Oherry Oreek. Elephant’'s Death Reported.

By day light, the ohief and his Chief Dampier fired o:: more shot
erowd "ﬁ": '_ veady to goon f‘:'hhﬁt< into her head and other members of the
Agan. et e ‘5%% party fired two or three jtimes from
M J"“ Gates, D. A. Sinolair, their Winchesters and pistols. An ex-
Lawrence Walker, Roy . Hightower, amination of the death-wound showed

Dave Roberts and one or two other| |[that the bullet entered her temple and
parties. Mr. Briggs and Chief Damplor | | Went probably three feet deep in her
were in a buggy, while the other parties | |bead. Another shot from the Krag-
were on horse back. They left the oity | | Jorgensen rifle had gone entirely
about five o'clock and followed the big| |through her neck. The Winchester
animal ont toward Cherry Oreek on the | |shots had only entered an inch or two
Nashvillé road. At eeveral places they| |and had probably done no more than
saw where the elephant had stopped in tickle her.
::ommdn:;d-h::e o':mdsnﬂr m th:;: Chief Dampier and his posse returned
' ’ _ impressi to the city and reported the death of
ground looking as if she had lain down. | |1 glophant, and the announcemet

fleah: and blood was mear Cherry Oresk| | 82 88 & great roliet to the cirous peo-
and all came to s halt. The elephant, | |P'e: Tney had been uneasy all night
blind in one eye, was standing across long and were really glad to know that

theroadwlthhisgoodeyd taried | |the great brute had been killed, even
|toward the city evidently watching in though’ it was a big financial loss to
that direction. Her big body was| |them. All day Sunday large crowds
swaying to and fro after the manner | |went out to the scene of the killing and
that elephants sway themselves when| |scarcely anything else was talked about
standing still. When she caught a view | |on the streets. The tragedy of the night
of the crowd she turned toward the | |before and the excitement imcident to
north and started off in a rapid walk. the chase after the big animal made it

The parties lighted and started in | |ghe most sensational eventthat Valdosta

pnl'ltﬂt thl'on‘h the woods. The 010-\ has ever uo“
phant finally came to a stop and Chief

Dampier ran around to her side, taking
e position probably seventy-five yards
from her. The excitement of the chase,
together with its fatique had made him
pervous and he was afraid to try and
fire at her without taking good aim.
The chief got a good rest for his wea-
pon on a fence and togk deliberate aim
at her head. The Krag-Jorgensen rifle

cracked with a sharp ‘“‘ping’’ and the : — - —
big brute fell to her knees and then Above: The 2007 elephan't statue apd garden exhibit at the muse-
um remembers Gypsy. It is a favorite photo stop on the museum

over on her side. One shot-had done grounds.  Mrs. Lucille Summerlin of the Fellowship Home was
the perfeot work of destroying her life interviewed in 1992, when turning 100, by the Valdosta Daily

: 4 Times. One of her most vivid recollections told in the article was
and Wlm the parties réached her sheé of the rampage of Gypsy the elephant. The event for her then was
was nothing more than a huge bulk of ninety years ago in 1902, when she was ten years old. Writers told
inanimate flesh. that the story of Gypsy would continue for years and it has.
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Burial of the Dead Keeper.

The body of the dead keeper, O*Rouke,
‘was - carried to  Ulmer's undertaking
rooms-and -prepared for burial. It was
found that several .of his bones were
broken and the body was badly bruised.
It was placed ina yery fine oasket,
bought by Mrs. Harris, owner of the
Nickel-Plate Shows, and was buried in
the city cemetery Sunday afternoon at
four o’clock, the services being read by
Mr. J. Duffy, of the Catholic church,
The hearse was drawn to the cemetery
by six beauntiful white horses and all of
the cirous people, - together with many
people from the. city, attended the
funeral.

O’Rouke, it is said, had been with the
circus for a number of years and had
always managed the elephant. He came
from San Francisco, thoaugh his family
resides in New Orleans. It is said that
he came near losing his life once or
twice under ‘“Gypsy’s’ huge form, but
| was rescued. It is also said that several

him in the car, and that on other occa-
sions nhehulmegl bim back on her
head when he had fallen off. The ani-
mal was very docile at times, but.on
on other ooconsions she has beem perfect-
|1y unmanageable, having-been sentenoed
| to death & half dozen times mad each
time given a lease on life because the

means of killing her were so hard to
obtain.

times, while he was intoxicated, the.
animal has picked him up and placed

Dead Elephant Draw Crowds.

The body of the elephant was burjed
a short distance from where she fell
dead Sanday morning. A half a dozen
horses were tised to diag the remains to
thomwwhbhwmdmm
lnnhoym mbhm lhnnbﬂ

\ W
mwm visited the place
'lwo-he was killed fo get a view of
' her huge carcéss, many of these walk-
lngllxorhevon miles to sée the sight. |

Mr. T. G. Powers, of the Hsrtls
;Blmu oue of the animal trainers, was
formérly in charge of “Gypsy’’ and
mnh_erhmoryu well as any other
Hving man. He stated to a TMES re-
porter yesterday that the animal was
abont sixty-five years of age and that
ﬁe was among the first elephants ever
brought to this country. She was im-
ported by the O'Brien circus; which
travelled through the country im
wagons, in 1847, She has been owned
by nearly all of the big shows in the
country, each one of them disposing of
her on account of her témper, though at

fabulous prices owing to her wonderfal
intelligence.

Left: Fred Stikkel did a superb job portraying Rourke in 1999 in
the cyclical play series, Along the Paths of Paradise, presented
by Theatre Guild, production, and the Historical Society, con-
cept and scripts. The plays were popular and were last present-
ed in 2010 during Valdosta’s Sesquicentennial Celebration.

Owner of the circus, Mrs. Harris, had the substantial obelisk
shaped headstone, photo left, installed at Sunset Hill Cemetery
in 1903 before the circus wintered in Valdosta that year. “The
entire circus crowd went out to the cemetery Saturday morning
at nine o’clock to visit the tomb of John Rourke, the elephant
keeper, who was killed by the big elephant Gypsy, which ram
amuck here last year.” Valdosta Times
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Traits of the Big Animal.

Mr. Powers stated that she had killed
a half a dozen keepers in by-gone years,
and in each instance she had delivered
the déath blow only when she had every
advantage of her keeper. Likeall other
elephants, she never forgot a kindness
or any injury. She would harbor an
upkind act for years and then avenge it
after the one who did it had ' forgotten
all about it. Last year, in Chicago, she
ran amuck and was conquored by Mrs.
Harris, a delicate, frail little woman,
who had nerve enough to rush at her
with a pitchfork and defy her. On an-
| other occason she would have killed the
same woman had not O’'Ropke, who was
killed Saturday night, run to her rescue.
Mrs. Harris remembered this act when
she gave an order for a fine casket and
for the dead man to be given a decent
burial.

Gypsy is probably the only elephant
of her size that has ever been killed by
a rifle ball, and her death is a gmneat ad-
vertisement for the Krag-Jorgensen
army rifies, as well as for Chief Dampier
who fired the fatal shot. Oaly a couple
of weeks ago one of the Barnum ele-
phants was carried twenty miles to sea,
out of New York, and three or four tug
boats were used to hang her and sink
her remains into the sea.

On Toombs Street, Valdosta, Ga

All local photos that exist of Gypsy and this circus came to the
museum archives from one album donated in 1978 by Mrs. J.C.
Hunt. ACQ 1978-180-001. The museum had moved into the Car-
negie in 1977 and the community was building our archives.

The Story Will Live for Years.

The killing of an elephant, in the
woods near Valdosta, will be a story
which will be teld to generations yet un-
born and it is highly probable that the
varacity of many a truthful man will
suffer from having repeated the tale.
Even now, it is almost hard to believe,
but the bones and white ivory tusks
will form relics that will be kept for
mbymnywho desire to keep such
trophies to substantiate the fact. =

There has been some talk of saving
the skeleton of the big animal and
mounting it for exhibition in this city.
If such a thing can be done, the people
of Valdosta can afford to pay a good
price for it.

The death of Gypsy has given Val.
dosta more publicity than anything that
has ever happened here, as there is hard-

ly a paper in the country that has not

printed the story of Saturday night's
chase and its final result.

The rampage of Gypsy the
Elephant began November
29, 1902. Articles describe
dangerous activity downtown
occurring in Toombs Street
- | between the Valdes Hotel
% /2 | (left in image), and the First

! | Christian Church, (right in
image), both of which front-
ed on W. Hill Avenue. Both
were built in 1902. Men hol-
lered at Gypsy from the
church windows.

i | In the distance is the steeple
of First Baptist Church at the
NW corner of Central Ave.
and Toombs. It is said that
Rourke fell off Gypsy near
there and Gypsy broke a tusk
maneuvering him, Ed Ferrell
wrote of the tusk being at
Valdes Hotel at one time.
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Jean Webb Alexander
Marietta, GA
by
Donald O. Davis
Dr. Calvin and Sue D. Reams
Thomasville, GA

Bobbie Snow Boal
Atlanta, GA
by
Carolyn B. Christian
Donald O. Davis

James Davis ‘Jimmy’ Carroll, Jr.

by
Riley and Jenny Beck Howard
Gig Harbor, WA
Wm. Otis and Beverly Fletcher
Mary D. Gray

Wallace W. ‘Wally’ Colson
by
Wm. Otis and Beverly Fletcher

Sue Zeigler Cox
by
Dan and Carolyn E. Coleman
Edward and Rita Hightower

Daniel Hardy ‘Danny’ Douglas
Dunnellon, FL.
by
Donald O. Davis

Irvin Perry Green
by
Donald O. Davis

Archibald Little ‘Archie’ Griffin
by
Dan and Carolyn E. Coleman
Wm. Otis and Beverly Fletcher

Cheryl Ann Holmes
by
Charles and Lettie Allen

Shannon Greene Hull
Palm Beach, FL.
by
Mary D. Gray

Fred Walter McIntyre
by
Donald O. Davis

Gifts in Honor
The 90th Birthday of

Lilla Kate Parramore Hart
by
Donald O. Davis
Edward and Rita Hightower
J. Edward Willis

In this newsletter:
Recording the Lore of Lowndes

Downtown & the Countryside

Rampage of Gypsy the Elephant

1902 2022

The Honorable

Judge H. Arthur McLane

by
Edward and Sara L. Crow
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity

John Gregory Odum
by
Edward and Rita Hightower

Freling Hand ‘Fritz’
Scarborough, Jr.
by
Dan and Carolyn E. Coleman

Alexandra “Zannie”
Dowling Sheel
Savannah, GA
by
Mary D. Gray

Cynthia Faith ‘Cindy”
Waller Slaughter
by
Edward and Rita Hightower

Benjamin Lively
‘Ben’ Stanaland III
by
Buddy and Sharon Coleman
Mary L. Culbreath
Mike and Martha Dover
Mary D. Gray
Wm. Otis and Beverly Fletcher
Marilyn Kemper
Joan Lawson

Dr. Owen K. Youles, Jr.
by
Roxanne W. Brown
Dan and Carolyn E. Coleman

Note: Family and Friendship Memorial Gifts will be listed in the upcoming newsletter. Due to a Bulk Mail machine
processing problem in Jacksonville, over 125 out-of-region newsletters were all returned after a delay with Address-Not
— Known stickers. The entire mailing had to be re-processed, therefore we continue to receive these Memorial Gifts.

Mail to: LCHS
P.O. Box 56
Valdosta, GA 31603

Name

2023 Membership Application

Lowndes County Historical Society

Address

Phone

Email

Membership Category
Individual $25.

Family 30.
Business 50.
Contributing 100.
Patron 250.

Life 1,000.
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MUSEUM CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Officers and Executive Committee

President, John Bennett; 1* Vice President, Ron Irwin; 2" Vice President,
Mary Young Manning; Secretary, Carol Irwin; Treasurer, C. Edward High-

tower; Past President, Ex Officio, Sally S. Kurrie

January-March 2023............c.cociiiiiiin 2023 Annual Membership Drive
Januaryl5.......coooviiiiii SO ..M. L. King, Jr. Day observed
Januar%/ 26 teeeriencieneaneaeanesn. .. Meeting with Program by Lilla Kate Hart
Feb 3-5.... LCHS at Georgia Association of Historians Conference VSU
March 3 .. .74th Squadron Vietnam Vets, Wives Program at Museum
March 16.........ccoviiiiii. Program for Garden Center, Inc. Luncheon
March 16...... .ot Board of Trustees Meeting
March 23 ... e Soc1eta/ Meeting and ProFram
April4,5 ....... ... 100 Years: Henry Ford’s Productive Day in Valdosta
ay 13.....0. Museum Upper Gallery, Lloyd Greer Tour of Homes by VHF

Lowndes County Historical Society & Museum

305 West Central Avenue
P.O. Box 56 Valdosta, GA 31603
(229) 247-4780
Fax: (229) 247-2840

E-mail: research.lchs@gmail.com & ddavis.lchs@gmail.com
Web page:
http://www.valdostamuseum.com
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