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\Je appreciate the picture of Leonard Fillmore Shaw, fa.ther of !ioy Shaw , JvIr . Shaw was
born in Berrien County in 1859 a~d died in 1900. He was councilman, merchant, farmer and
connected with the West s ' , Dashers and Ashleys in business.

It is our plea.sure to announce that Joey Davis, VSC gr aduat e , will be our pr ogr am i n
January. His topic will be "History of the Baptists". Our Ba.pt i s t s here in Icwndes
County began in Troupv:i.lle and the second preacher, Rev. vim. H. Goldwire was serving
when the move to Valdosta occured. St~ie and I have been researching the Goldwires and
play to have a ~rprise for you at the meeting--8:00 this Thursday.

Two articles appear in the January 25, lS7? Valdosta paper concerninr, t he death of
i'1rs . P. Ellis. "3eventy-ninel vIhat a ripe old age I He never see one of the ve ry old
people •••with well-spent life behind them ••but that we feel like lifting our hat •••
!'irs. E. has lived t o see her children grow old--the !iev• F. R. C. ~llis having lived
and labored in t he Church •••She has gone to rest with her hus band--an honored minis t er
of God, who has long since crossed the river, 'Her rest is doubtless sweet'."

The foregoing is the obituary of Mrs. T. \:. Ellis (nee, Per cie Dixon ) , wife of Dr .
To w. ~llis, one of the early pQysicians at old Troupville. Dr. Ellis was the firs t
oerson buried in the "Valdosta Cemetery"--now called Sunset Hi l l . Dr. and Mrs. El lis
were the great grandparents of Mrs. Joyce l1:llis i1cKey (Mrs. J. D. ) . H~s . Ellis was
born April 26, 1800 . She is buried beside her husband.

The following is a tributeby one of Mrs. Ellis' chilnren, same date--ninety-t hr ee years
ago. These articles are found in the treasured scrapbooks of ru ss Annabelle Myddel t on .

TAken from The Valdosta Times: Jan. 25, lR79: "My Mother, Mrs. P. Ellis, died at t he
residence"o! her son-in-law, Mr. T. V. Clem, Valdosta, Ga., Jan 12th 1879, in her 79th
year. Mother had been a great sufferer for fourteen months, and during all that t ime I
never heard a murmur escape her lips. Her life has been devoted to her Chur ch and its
cause. She was a devoted Christian; was a great Bible reader and prayed a great deal.
FIer children have a precious treasure left them - her example - which is to them a price­
less boon. All that medical aid could do was done for her restoration to health, bu t
death had marked her for its own. She was conscious of her aoproaching end, a~d frequent~T

remarked that she was only waiting the will of God to be done.
Thus, peace.tiully and triumpha.:ly, closed the mortal career of our dear Mother. She

sleeps in Jesus. She was found waiting for her Lord. She welcomed the messenger and
the call to go. Through grace we believe our dear Mother has washed he r robes in the
blood of the Lamb. It is through this blood she overcaMe and now wears a starry crow~ .

Her rest is glorious. Farewell dear Motherl

The city council, at the January meeting have offered us a site at the corner (or t he
lot behind) of N. Patterson and lioosevelt, provided the property can be used fo r ou~

purposes. We are most appreciative of the City's interest i n our efforts.
'l.-Je would like to thank the Valdosta Daily Times, 'r enny and the en td.re staff fo r t he i r

encouragement and support. vlhen we see our efforts and hopes and wishes in pri nt , j .t
makes us know more people than we realize, are with us and care.

Often in the microfilm I have read notices that "Blind TOM is due to entertain at one
of his performances", or that "Blind Tom played f'or a l arge crowd Last night". I hav eri ' t
been able to find out just who Blind Tom was or what he did. I thought of a guita~ pl ayer
singing the blues, making enough to travel from town t o town. But l~n the scrapbooks of
Miss Myddelt,on is an article from possibly a magazine, about "Bl ind l orn , the Musical \'onder
of the vvorld". He was really remarkable. Here are some excerpts of the article:

"Tom was born of Negr o slave parents near Columbus, Ga . , Hay 25, 1849 . He himself was
a slave until he was sixteen•••born blind, and the only sign of inte l ligence he gave
during infancy was an interest in music. v'hen he was four years old, he found his way
to the piano one night •• •played pieces that young ladies •• •had been playing duri ng t he
day, and reproduced them with such skill as to astonish all who heard him.
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"Tor:! never took lessons. He did not ha ve Lnt.e Ll .i. gence enough to be ta11r,ht. anythi nf;. :1e
p l ayed just as the mockf n g bir d s .i.ngs , be cause it i s it,;~ nat.uz-e t()~o s o . The r-e is :18

ot.he r instance i n the history of mus i c where any one as young as =.)llnd Tom has s hown such
wonderf'JJ. powe r of musical r eprodu:::tiono

"Tom made his f irst appearance i n Hew York ..Janua r y IS, 1861, a nd a f't.er-ua r d t.r-aveIed
extensively in t.he Unit ed st;ates and Europe , per-f'or-mi.ng astonishing fec:t s or: t.ho Diann •
••• 1 had a seat in the l ower galle ry, j ust. above t.he stage , wher-e I could :;; oc and hea r •.•
At leng th Tom appeared, led by Gerie r-a 'L Bet hune , his manager' and f'or-mcr- o 'me r . Tom was
wearing a ne at black broadc Lot h 8:.i t; but no Cb :>C S 3 could make Ton any t h Ln g but a~l j ;ii nt. .

l.. 1 , . f' 11 " + . rl "A.s I look e d g,t the v acant, idiotic f ace a nd t.he S ou cm.ng .J fSu r e , ro i . :1ng :1 ,,8 n ea n r r- orn
side t o side and hummi.ng s nat ches of s on gs, I f ound i t hard t o believe t hat, I ;'1;" :; Look i.n s;
at perhaps the finest pianist in the world••• and whose fame had filled t.he wh oIe r: i.vi lized
world. Gene r a l Bethune brought 'rom f orward and i n a s hor-t address Lrrr.roduced hi m to t h2
audienc e . He then led him t o t he piano .

"As s oon as he was seated, a t~ans :formatinn took pl ac e . He was no longer a:-: i d:i0 t .
~!e held his head erect, squared his s h ou Lder-s and. faced the Piano with t he ::lir of a
master. 'Then Tom began to p Lay , He p Layed as onl y those who are taught of God can o l.ay ,
I t was the ve ry pe r f ec t i on of music •••F0 1~ perhaps an hour Tom he ld the audd.enc o ench a i ned
with t he magic of his matchles s mus i c. Then Gener-aI Be th n:1 E~ i n0... t E'd a ny one t.o corne ( ' ::1

t he r os trum. A gentleman, evidently a f inishe d musician, c ame forward and p l ayed a ] O":"1g ,

dif f i cult piece in a masterly manner-, 'Iom '/J a s then l ed to t.he p.i ano and p l aye d. tho
piece from beginning to end exactly as the other had done , only wi th me r e sweAt nc s s
and expression. The ge nt leman , at Gene r a l nethunels r-eque s t , called. t.he n;J.n18 of elT,-; r y
key tha t had heen struck. He t.hen played t.wo pieces a t t he same time , O:1e '\-li th hi s r i;:;h t
hand , the other with his left. 'l'urru.ng his b ack t.o the p.i ano , he p'Iay erl 'l-d th hi .» ha nds
behi nd him.

fllmen the concer-t was over, I went t o the sta r;e ••• ile had relapsed into his i (h ot, i c
state and was swaying abo ut , rolling his head from side to s ide, humming ••• and had t o
be he l d by the sleeve to keep from strayinr, off. He via s evideiatly horn with t he U811A1
a mount of intelligence but it all \-lent t o mucic, l eavi ng his other ment a l f'acu l .t.aes
blank, and furnishing the mo s t remar kab l e i nst.ance on rec ord of one - s i ded nen t.a 1
da ve Lopments ,

"I do not remember the da t e of Tom's death, nor do J knO'VI where he is bur ied . /,
sui table monument should be erected in Nemory of this man who, while he lived, was the
musical wonder of the world."

This article was written by Rev . C. M. Verdel who saw Tom at Hontgome r J , A'Labama,
Today , .Ian , 20, lQ73, we paused to watch the Inaugurat.ion of Richard tI. Nix::m , t he

band playing, the invocations by the Bapt i s t 11ini s t e r , the Rabbi , the swearing in of
Soi r o Theadore Agnew by Chief Jus t i c e "';areen Burger vli t h ;.fr s . Agnew standing by. Then
a no t he r invocation by Archbishop I kavas , Gr eek Or t hodox Archbishop of Nor t h and SC)l]th
America, the the swearing in of Richard Ni x on as "';) r e s i d en t ( s ec ond term) by Chie f
Bur ge r , with a stunning I'1r s . Ni x on s tand.tng by ho Ldfng t wo f a 'nily 13i b 1.e 8 . Ther e ',-Ins
a s moky 21 gun s alute, and by ny count. Has short a few exp'Ios ions , \ ' i th a f l a g i n hi s
lapel, Ni xon began .•• II1-1e are on t he threshold o f a new pe ac e in the worId ••• II 1::e pr-av
he's right. It was a beautiful but c Ioud y show.

Feb. 28, 1905, II The Time s": Hisses Susie and Edith Conve r se and No :-a Br yan " Jj 11
l e a ve tomorrow for 1:as hingt on Ci t y t o be pre serrt during the inaugurati on of Pres ident
Roos eve l t . II

!'1a r ch 7, 1905, "The '.li mes ll : Three o r f our Valrl.osta boys were i n t h e mili t ary parade
a t the Roose\Telt inauguration l as t Sat.u r-day, They '\-Ie r e with t hp- cadet.s f' r o-n the
Georgi a T1i l i t a ry Academy, and were Albert and Fred Pendlet on , Di c k Fr y and "Chi p :!
(Albert) Converse. 1I

See y ou a t t he meDtin,; . Al ber t Pe nd l e ton
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