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HAPPY BIRTEDAY TO MISS CARO

Many happy returns to Miss Caro Lewis, formerly of Valdosta, now of Bal Harbour,
Miami Beach, Florida, who was 100 years old in October, 1986. Foxy Wilcox first told
me of Miss Caro's 100th, and that he talked with her. Thanks to Floria Dalton
Screnson who has written me sending cliopings and information. M«o Caro had writ
Gloria and John: '"When I look in the mirror, I meke a face in the mirror at what I se=.
Best of all -- I stay happy." A good practice for all. Let's try it!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ZEKE TILIMAN

Zeke is ninety-years-old in January 1987, and we are so glad to see him and Eloise
from time to time, always happy, aiwayvs smiling, both just as attractive as can be.
Many nappy returns to them and sons Harrison and Bubber and their families.

GIFTS

We are most grateful to 'frs. Homer Hberhardt of Atlanta, eorgia who hasz given a
suhstantial gift to the Society. She has also glvon memorabilia which we will write
about later, Many thanks to 'Irs. Eberhard’% for her interest and support.

HERITAGE 100 DINNER

CORRECTION! I was a month oo soon in printing that the dinner is in Februaryv. It

in fact on Aarch 26. Ve will announce nlace, time, etc., in the February Newsletter.

ry Phillips is our speaker -- an attorney in ftlants, formerly from Valdos%ta, a
¥'ildecat football player. te look forward to an interesting evening with 3Barry

er
and hi wife Gracie.
SPEAKING OF FOOTBALL

Our friend Nick Hyder's Valdosta Wildcat Football Team has just won the 19th State
Championship Title. They finished this season with a 15-0 record, and it is the li%th
time Valdosta has gone through a season without losing or heing tied. Yyder has had
three of these undefeated teams, while forme» coach Viright Bazemore produced nine.
Taldosta's first undefeated season was 1929, when it was 11-0 under coach Mike ierndon.
And don't forget all those wonderful 1930's years with Bobby Hooks, in recent Newsletters.
Valdosta is tops in the Nation -~ the fifth national title. Ve can never give out of
stories {nor tire of writing) about the Valdosia Wildcats. So I'm planning more.
Congratulations! '"Paw Power® is certainly powerifui.

THE CLEVMLANDS

I had a note from Frances Cleveland Hilsman in Jackson Mississippi (which I will print
later) and she was most aporeciative of our article of her father, Dr. Cleveland. 3he
wrote she'd show it to her red-headed granddauchter who could not quite believe that "Big
Gus" had made up the yell, "Rsh 3icca Bah...." Frances, thanks so much for writing. ”
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»
(I'm not a preacher, but I have a message for)

ALT, MY HISTORICAL C:IILDRET

You only go around once in this life, so grab all the history you can get. Make all
she history you can -- for somsone else to dig up. Injoy nistorv. It can be fun.

I don't agree with Abby Hoffman (whoever that is) a%t all. I read recently {a gquote
in a cale nirr) that she (or he) said nostalgia was a drag and those who dwelt in it
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S'aigia is a ?owﬁ of history, and Abby Hoffman is dead wrong. History is informative,
I learn something new of long aro all the t
stﬁzle on Whluﬂ I had the most comuliments was "Summer Musis -- Still Dreaming of a Song,!
orobably one of the most 33t\1g_3 pieces I've written here. I enioy recnlling ti 34
( most of it, anyway) but 1 cervainly don't live thersa. It is said we try to dete
whah could have besn done to m ke the past different, wars, eic., but mere realistically
we learn of the past to make sure we don't make the same mistakes in vhe future. VWhatewer,
When I think of our Society and Museum, I think of all the penple who havs spent and
are svending many hours to keep it going. T think of the late Joe Stevens whe found,
cnarted and recorded every cemetery in Towndes County, was our gresident and was presens
en the doors opened. I think of the late Vera Hapen, who was a founder and president
: our Society and so concerned with its welfare. I think of the late Sara Dunawag
Jeloach who wrote a story for us abou* her 1ife on West Hill Avenue in Valdosta. 1§ tnl;m
of concernad members such as the late Mr. and Mrs. J. B. McKXey. All these and other
have su *wrued us through the years. I think of all the ps e who have given itens t(
the Mus UT. I think of all the Honww soent ma:ntaln¢qg th 'seum, ole} ;L@P+¢av items,
researching and writing the Newsletter, getting nrograms, ing displays, and
hunareda nf other activities. I think of Tom and Jane %19L o, and all the activivies they
are involwed in, Jane's book Pines and Pionesrs, and Tom's helping with the slide propram
and school programs (bota of whom sald fifteen years ago, we need a newsletter and Albert
you should stars i%), and of Mary Young Boatenreiter, former energetic president snd one
who has nut the Hewsletter together for the nast years, a chore I'11 ne*l you abtcut in
¢ moment. I hate to mention names. One is sure to leave someone out. Always helping
re fary fnn 3lanton, Edith Roberts, Jean 'alone, Jane Caudle, Nan Allen, Jewell Barnum,
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dootsie Smotherman, Fainsy and Maz MeClire aad so many more

IV takes four hours or more just to put the Newsletter toanne We buy it printed
with stacks of each separate page, and we sort it, then the two SUamps have to be put on
after stapling and folding each one, then the aiareas labal. I offered to put together
the December, 1986, Newsletter, and 1t took a wesk because I work. A recent small item --

we wanted the grounds to Look nice for the December Open House. It took two of us four
%trids to make sure the grass was cut

Ve are not complaining, just lett 1ng everyone know what goes on behind the scenes,
QPdi*hh microfilm takes many hours, an interview twn or three hours, and maybe more than
cne vigit. We learn something new all the time. Ve should have had the Blackburn
Uisplay for two days or more instead of just one. le're planning more picture displays
and will keep that in mind.

No one spends more time working at the Museum and its planning than President Iilia
te Hart, Museum Chairman Natalie Williams and Co-chairman Susie Thomas. Susie clips
articles and files them, not an activity of a few minutes -- it takes many hours. Susie

ard Natalie look after the cleaning, accepting gifts and arranging displays -- more
hours. ILilla Kate said she didn't know being president would involve so mich time --
she's found out that there is always something to do.

Recently Veran Blackburn, Jr., asked me, "Who is going to do all this when you older
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mombers are gone.’ I'm elad he said it. Ve must get more young members, more interested
paople to join and helu wit:s the work and preservation of our county's history. We need
more arvicles and pictures in our local newspaper concerning our achivities. Ve need to

advertise, advaertiss, advertise, in an effort to get people to come forward. We need to
aducate. A few peovle are doing most of the work. The president's joo is a busy one.
She (or he) is con%inually called or. Vhen committees fall down, the presiden’ has to
take charge.,

Yie enioy what we do, but we nead help -- more yourny peovie wro care and will work.

Jobs should be passed aruu1* more often -- jobs, that is, like putting the Newsleiter
tozether and mailed. I nu,ay wvltln? 1t (snouku have boupght stock in the Liguid ?HEE?
Jorsoration) and seeing vmeonle and communicating with them. As you know, I have fallen
down and bean a monih or tuo behind, but T catch up. I do have 1987 planned but still
have mich rasearch to de. On a De“unbpv weekend I just almost vut the December Newsletther
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ther (the second time in many years), swept the yard, attended two parties, a funeral
'alﬁuﬁ Tonie in the kitchen -- go%t my clothes ready and drove back to Albany. And
suent the entire next weask gebtine the Newsletter ready to be mailed. Tom always mails
it. Many thanks to Mary Younes for putting the Newsleitter together for several years,

and now thanks to Jane Cawdle and Jean Malone Who have accepted the job of doing it for

a whiie.

have found out you shouldn't ask someons, "How do you do all you do?" Ve can do
anyvtning we want to. It's just that simple. It's that way with Susie, Natnlie, Iilla
Fate and the rest of us. They have homss to keen by themseives and they do it beautifully

-- amnd “nsn they loox after their second home -~ the ICHS Museum and Society. If I

can't find Susie at haﬂe, I can find ner at the fuseum -- or her garden -- or the Spal
Are w2 despondsnt? -- do we seem tc you that we live in the past? hope not, because

we don't. Newspapers are full of historical articles and (I say) are recording hlstory
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daily. A onublisher once t0ld me that newsnapering was nobt writing history. I wonder...

In this story I was going to tell you about s some of the many historical articles I
nave clipped: A History of Butter, The Man VWho Saved Football, the confusion of the
nzmes of Georgla counties and towns, the i'ar Correspondent Memorial Opens at frliington

Cemetery, How Mastll ijouse Coffee Got Its Name, and tons more. All my articles (two

dozen more) will be good for two Newletters and I will write about them for you this

year. Send ms some articles you find. Some of you do. In Arizona, the former Ferrell
Dalton sent Gioria Dalton Sorenson in California an articlie about a woman who lived to
be 122 years old and had lived in Valdosta in her younger years. Gloria sent the article

o Frances V

nson Fisher in Valdosta who gave it o me, then (Gloria later sent me a copy.
Thanks to al I
i

. And T get other articles. Ve have many out-of-town members, and I'm so
giad tnzv enjoy the Newsletter. One recent note from Vera Simpson Asbury said she was
Joining "45 stay in tonch with Valdosta. " She lives in Tennessee. Ve love Valdosta and
1u5 hl*UO"v. Maybe 1t's because we have pleasant memories.
Oh, well, there's no need to try to prove my point any more. Ve win
But just when I thourht I was spared any more abont this Abby Hoff mqﬂ, here comes an
rticls about him. She's a he! And furning fifiy years old, ooor thing, who "dreams
f a radlo show to combat mid-life crisis..." low he doesn't trust anyone under thirty,
uts down his old, now afflusnt friends and "wants to be 22 again, to get busted for a
auss acain, or, better yet, to drive an ambulance for the Sandinistas in Nicaragua."
10 ahead. I've already decided why he dislikes nostalgia. He doesn't have anything
,1ea%anu to remember, nothing to be nostalgic about. What he has is not worth the trouble.
Tt isn't worth holding onto and nene of this is worth any more space in this writing.
So, we'll make our own history, encourage peonle to help us with the Museum and
ociety, and we'll continue to work for 1t, our cause. We do all these things for our
toun and county -- letfs do it for Americal Iisten, I still get teary-eyed when 014
Jlory passes by and "The Star Spangled Banner" is sung before ball games. Iet me run --
I have more stories to write.

I'm certainly not a preacher, but this has been my message to you, all my historical
children.
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Albert S. Pendleton, Editor
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