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VERPJl O. BIACKBUIlN: "Photographs Are Forever "

by

Albert S. Pendleton

One of our gr eatest Open House parties was held at the Museum on Sunday, November 23,
1986 . _I t was the Blackburn Display, pict~res made by photographer Veran O. Blackburn,
1907- 1945. The people of all Lowndes County brought t heir pictures, wel l over 200, and
visited on Open House Sunday, enjoying refreshments and decorati ons pr ovi ded by ou~

Lowndes County 4-H Cl ub .
Mr s . Bl ackburn, son Ver an, architect, and his wife Joella and sons were i n attendance .

They brou~ht an interes t ing arr~v of Blackburn family photos and local Valdos t a sc enes .
There were pi ctures of Annett e, Veran, Eula Mae , Robert and ;lr s . Blackburn, the former
Lennie Stri ck l and . Annette , who lives in Alaba'lla, was unable to be with us. Robert and
Eula Mae , were deceased this year. For that afternoon, HI'S . Blackburn's bro ther Dan
St rickland came frO'll Fitzgerald.

The idea f or the Bl ackburn display came from a modest young nan, B~rt Tillman of At l anta ,
fo rmer ly of V~ld')sta. He is the son of Hr . and Mrs. Bur t on Lamar Ti l lman, Sr . (Skee t and
Sis (Stump) Ti ll'lla.'1). In Atlantaj !3u::ot is with t he legal firm of Boris , Kyle and Bur ch .
~e was with us on Sunday B..'1d brought ~ictures .

Burt said he hooed oeople were not ,jus t l ooking a t t he pi ct ures t o see peopl e or s cenes ,
but t o see and enjoy the artistr".r of Hr . Blackburn. The di.spLay was a catalogue of hi s t ory ,
a di sp l ay of the past, l ovely photographs of Valdosta people ca?tured f orever in a moment ,
people we all knew and know. Befo r e man,v visitors l ef t the Museum that Open House Sunday ,
they knew more about Mr. Bl ackburn and appreciated anew his mar-veLoua artis t ry which was
hi s life's wor k.

That day was nearly a year in t he pl anni ng f or Lilla Kate Hart, pr esident , and Sus i e
Thomas, in charge of the Open House , and Nat a lie Vli l liams , Museum Chairman . First a phot o­
graph arrived by mail. Mar.r Sue ' .'ilson Southgate of Portland, Oregan s ent a Bl ackbur n
photogr aph of two little gi rls , Mary Sue and her sister Ver a ,'Tilson Drynan , a lao of
Portland. Anot her photograph, f r om Echols county, was possibl y the ol des t , t aken in 1907
of Eliza beth Vi r ginia Carter Fl e t cher .

The fi r st mor ning of receiving photographs ne t t ed a total of ninety-seven . A second
t ime, an after noon fu ll of rain aOO bad weather, brought the total t o mor-e t han 200.

The lat e Mr . Veran O. Blackburn was a long-time Valdosta resident B..'1U award-winl'ling
phot ogr apher , as his work spanned 1907-1945 in Valdosta . Born in 1883 in Fayet t evi l l e ,
Nor th Carolina, Mr . Blackburn moved to Valdosta in 1907, opened Bl ackburn Studios and
began phot ogr aphing jus t about everyone in Lowndes County until his death i n 1945.
An older sister, Eul a , worked wi th Mr . Blackburn until her death . Another sister, Sanni e
Elizabe t h Blackburn Turner al so wo rked with him and was responsible for the tinting of t he
phot ogr aphs . Mr s . Turner was the mother of Ann Turner (Mrs . Jo~'1 ) Sineath . For the
display Mary Young Oliver brought a pict ure of Mr s . W. M. Ol i ver , !1axwel l ' s mo ther . I t
was not taken by :-II' . Bl ackburn, but ~liss Sannie r epr oduced it and t i nted i t on por celain
and is unusal ly pretty.

Previous to the disulay and receiving photographs , The Valdosta Daily Times print ed
an article and pictures about o~r Open Hous e . Sever al pictures were pUbl i shed, Mr s . Edmund
Pendleton, the former Ste l l a Roberts, on he r wedding day, Kitty Davi s , holding her daught er
Kitty Davis (Nolan), a picture of To!'! Ashbury, one of Mr . Veran O. Bl ackburn, one of t wo
children, ' Ti bby McKey holding hands with his sister Susd.e McKey Thomas , and one of Ear l
McKey J r ., held by his nurse Bessie . The Times reported that :I I' . Blackburn had been a
very warm man, an attentive f ather. On Sundays at Lee Street Bapt i s t r hur ch, after SUL~day

School, he met his chi l dr en on the s t eps of the church and gave each one a special hug
and then at t ended the ohurch s e rvice . !11' . Blackburn was official photographer for many
sc hool and college annuals. In a Pine Cone of a .s .'· .C. of l ong ago , his ad slogan was
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Photographs Ar e For eve r . " Among the Bl ackburn phcftographs was a scene of Emory J unior
.;allege main buil ding (now Nor th Ca'llplls of 'ISC) from the forest of trees t hat used to be
i n front of it (wher e noW sits the hospital) ; the firs t s chool patrol including Ver an
Blackbu rn (the son), Bill Briggs , Bil~v Vallotton, J ames Oliver , wi th Rev . T. Ba r on Gibson ,
Dr . Hixson and motorcycle cop, Harry Garbut and others; an old scene of r,.S .W . C. (now VS C) ;
a Hi-Y Club group at VH3, probably 19U4; and a ph otograph of t he 'm3 Glas s of 1942.

The 4- H Club with Mrs . Love and l)r . ' :ayne Pai.r-c I ot h decora t ed t he museum beautifully .
All Sun~v af ter noon club members continued to ser,e punch and sweets , he l pi ng in many
ways to make t his a special day. Special t h anks go to: HI'S. Amal)da Love, tis . Sally Bl.ack ,
County Extention Agent, Dr . an d Mrs. Wayne Fair cl oth , Mr s . Margery St e phens , Mrs . Char lot t e
Wasson and club members: Kim Par r , David Blevins , Anna and Amy Faircloth, Leslie \-T as son ,
:1elanie Regis ter , Laura Ledford, Leigh and Jill Si r mans and Christine Blanton .

Ann Turner Sineath brought several family pi ctur es of Bl ackbu r ns , Turners, and Si nea t hs .
She also brought the well-known Henry Ford photograph made by Hr . Bl ack burn in the ear ly
ll.930:" (could be 1921 's). Dan St r ickl and , Blackburn ' s br othe r - in- l aw told me that many
years a go HenrJ Ford visited t he Ford dea lership he r e in Valdos t a and Mr. Bl ackbur n t old
him this story . SOMeone r an int o Blackbur n' s studio an d told hiM 0:' t l:e f'amous man's
or es er o e.. wlur~" over , " the !"':;':1 urged, "and take Henry Ford's pic t ure. " Hr . Blackburn
replied: "If Mr. :?ord wan t s his oi cture t aken, he ' l l h ave to come to my studio ." Ford did,
and Bl ackbur n snapoed one of his best portraits .

Jewel BA r num told us s he was at business school on the second floor above the Blackburn
St udics. P ord go t t o he r and the ott-.e r students and they looked out the window in t ime
t o see For d leave t he studi 0.

The photograph of Ford was used allover the Uni ted Stat es and Ford is said to have be en
very ol eas ed with it . The pi c ture is handsome , s toic , thoughtful and pe r ce pt i ve , an d qui te
memorable, a work of art.

More than I SO people Yisited the Open 'louse. I met Randi Ashley formerly of ,-ladis on ,
Florida . She t ol d Mary YOlll1g Oliver and me she was the step-daughte r e f Gordon As hley ,
who was the a or, of Dormi,e and Sa ra Ashley and grandson of C. R. As hl ey of Valdos t a . Randi
was with Dot Paine an d lives I-:ith Betty Owens .

He r e is a list of people I-:hc breught pictures: Mary Dasher, Margaret Dasher , Tillie
Dasher Mathis, E""Iily NcCa11, Nary Frances l-ioodwnrd , Frances Dekl e , I~argaret LsngdaLe ,
Caroline Thomas, Leon Paine (Atlanta) , Burt Tillman (J.tlanta) , Tilda StUbbs, Julia Bes s
Scot t , Fai nsy HcClure , J ane ricKey, Mary Ann BLanton, Ann Sineath , Nan Allen , Bi l l an d
Vi rgi nia Culpepoer, Vi rgi nia Pendl et on , i'linnie Leigh Bolen, Io nie and Albert Pendl e ton,
Walter St embr idge , Ver an and Joella Blackburn and c~s . Blackbu rn, J ane and Tom She l t on ,
Sus i e Thomas, Mary Young Oliver , Mr. and V~s . Ernest McDonald, MetaCol eman, Nancy Thor nton,
Pendle ton Li.t tle, Ma ry Sue '111son Southgate (Por-tl.and, Oregan}, Hargue r i te Ford, Je~lel

Ba r num, Lilla Kate Hal·t, Arlia 'l'0l1lir.son, Audrej- Peepl es , Fr ance s Fisher , the J . T. Robe r t s
f amily and Dinah Pa r-r-a rtor-e , and Genell \oIil~on of Echols Count y, who brcur,ht the 1907
ohot e-graph of he!' mother. Fa~ilies represented, othe!' thilll the names alreadY mentioned,
were: ".oul t on , HacKey, "li lson, Thompson , Filliams, Br-ai ch, J'mki ns , Bi r d , 1':oodwar d , J ohnson,
Convcr-se , J ones, Shaw, Vi nson , VloodJStrickl and , Franklin, Hutchinson, Parramore , Redles ,
Kni ght, Graham , :-lcCa l l , Co noly, Cranford , ":inn , Davis , Stump, Giddens , Parrish, Twittj" ,
Herrington, Allen, Ses s ions and others. Sorry I can 't r emember all to nzme .

Blackburn photo~raphs were of babies , children , graduati ons , fami ly ga t he r i ngs , wedding ,
and ICC'll scenes. There was a very handsome pd.ct u r-e of Er nes t r':cDonal d , Sr . , i n his U. S .
Pos t man uni f orm of mruny years ago . Ar lia Tonlinson t old me t he pi c tur e of her and brothe r
Hoke was a 1J1B graduation photo of the 1930 ' s , Pr evious ly, she and he r faMily moved i nto
Va ldn3ta fro~ 11ayday . ~er mother was a much sou~ht aft er s eamstress and they moved to
Valdos t a where her mother's business thrived . Arlia 's graduation d r es s was white do t t ed
swiss and ha d ruffle s a l l the way down . Also , there was a pi cture of the four TOMli nson
c hi l dr en , Arlin, Hoke , Burpitt and Hilma (Pre"i. tte) . A 1917 photograph was the >l edding
photo of ;·lr s . J. B. J ohnson, a very beautiful oictur e . Har y Das her' s handsome weddir.g
p:' c t ure included Jer ry acRee , Kathleen Vlinn (Knight) , Houa r'd and Mary, Gor do n Conver se ,
Mabe l S~~th and 'Je rman Parramore . There were sever al poses of Mrs . Edmund Pendleton , the
f ormer St e l l a Rober ts , on her wedding day, and one of he r sister !laie Dell Rober ts
Coving t on on her s . So many interesting pictures in the Vinson photographs , a s pec ial one
of Frances Vinson (Fisher ), and John Sineath, when they were quite small.
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On page one, top l eft photograph i s Mr s . R. E. Dashe r wit h Elizabe th (Mat hi s ) , and Tilly
(Mathis ) . Top right i s Mr. Ver an O. Bl ackbur n . Bot to n left is Orner Franklin, wit h sisters
l1ar t ha ( Barham) and Betty (Kobley) . Bottom r i ght i s Vi r ginia "Sup,ie" Si neat h and J ohn .

Susie Thomas says a big t hank-you to ~ary Ann Blanton, Al ber t Pendl eton and Lilla Kate
ilar t for assis t ing her and t o the great r es ponse of a l l t he people who brought photographs
and who came t o t he disolay . Susie i s Most grateful to t he 4- 11 Cl ub who s t ayed wi th us on
Sunday and served thei r own refreshments all afternoon . Hore than ISO pe r sons visi t ed t he
Museum, lite r ally filled with photogr-aph s ,

When l'.r s . H. l i . Deeples pi cked up her photogr aphs she said tr.at Mr . Bl ackburn used only
the highest quality supplies i n his studio. "And it shows -- oot hi ng fades ," she said t o
us, as she smiled at her photographs .

/ '<le all s ay thanks t o ever yone fo r a succ essful day, especially t he people of Lowndes
County -- Valdosta , Naylor , Hahira , Lake Park - - who came t o their }~seum. And t hey came
from Tifton, Fitzgerald , J acksonville and Atlanta .

Everyone i s so gr at eful and pl eas ed with t he ~~ccess of the Bl ackburn Di spl ay . I t was
a day t o enj oy and r emember , and a day of t he phot ographic art i s t ry of Ver an O. Bl ac kbur n ,
photogr aphs that wi ll live forever .

MUSSll1 NEES
Thanks to Fred Del oach fo r a cor-rectdon in the second f ootball Newsl et t er , Oct ober 1986 .

I ident i fied a f ootbal l player (i t was pr-evt.ous Iy writ t en across t he pi ctur e ) as "Edwar ds , "
when i t is , in~act, anot her good pl ayer , Dewi t t Rogers .

A corr ect i on t o t he Sep t eMber 108S lIews l etter : I n t his s t ory I stated the r e had been a
ki ndergar t en a t South r~orgia Normal Colleg,,-and have be en i nf ormed t hat is not correct .
School there began wi t h the fi r s t gr ade and neve r had a ki ndergar ten, said Elwyn Dasher .
Also , I repor ted that the "tr ai ninlj school" closed when t he new hif'h school was bui l t on
Wi l liams St reet in 1922. I ' m sure many studen t s changed , but the t rai ning sc hoo l di d net
close at G.S.W.C. until 1933, leaving only the col l ege year s a t Geor gi a St ate Womans Col l ege
now Valdosta State Col l ege .

The Her itage 100 Dir~er i s not f ar of f , February 26 , 1987. Our pr ogr am will be pr esent ed
by Barry ?hi l lips of Atlan ta , formerly of Valdosta. Bar ry i s an att crney wit h t he firm of
Kilpar t i ck & Cody, the same fim as Gus Clevelarrl Jr . Bar ry, a gr aduat e of the Univer s ity
of Georgia, i s mar r i ed to the f ormer Gr aci e Gr eer of LakeLand, Geor gia . Gr acie is
3overnor 's Executi ve As si s t ant for Appoi nt ment s f or r~vernor J oe Fr ank Sar r i s . Bar ry and
Gracie have a daughter and three sons. We l ook fo rward t o the Heri tage 100 Di nner and
Bar ry as our program.

I had a very nice note f r om Gus Cl eveland , J r . , who thanked me for t he s tory of hi s
fat her , Dr . A. G. Cl eveland, in our Novembe r 1986 Newsl e t t er .

Many thanks , agai n, to the Blackburns for bei ng at the Open Hous e , hel ping and bri nging
photographs and allowing us t o have t his di.ep I ay . Thanks to ·Mr . Dan Str ickland for bei ng
there. When I saw 11rs . Bl ackburn i t was t he f i r s t time in many years . We used t o be
nei.ghbor-s , they on Co llege Street and we on Sl at er St r ee t . She gr eet ed me : "Years ago,
I us ed t o sit on my back s teps with my chi ldr en and you and Bi lly and peel sugar cane and
f eed it to you all. Do you r emember? " Of ccurse I do t Those were t he days !

See you at t he Museum,
Albert S. Pendl e t on, F~itor
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