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DR . A. O. CLEVELA ND

.----
Tall , SliM , ann oui to knouLedgeabIe ,

Dr . A. G. Cleveland ~as kn~.n a nd loved
by a11 Val,iostans . In 1919 , hP. caae t.o
Valrtosta t o be t~e SchooI 5nperin':.end en t
~nd r et i red i n 1949 to 3enevolenc e ,
Geo~ftia, his former hone , Dr . C'Ieve Iand
was bo r n NOV~Mber 9, 1879 and died i n
Cuthbert on Oc t obe r 31 , lQ60 . Fve n ou r
~ootba ll f ield was named f or hi~. No
one cou ld fo::-get h dra , no one eve r wi II.

1:1 1919, Dr . Ambrose GanbI e Cl e vel and
cane to Valdos t a frr." Ashburn whe re he
ha-I the sane position he t ook on a ::-r i va 1
here in Valdosta , GcorRia . He had
r eceived a Bache Io r- ta Degr ee f ro," I1m'ca r
ann a ttenl ed CoIunbd a llni'/e r s i t y in lew
York rece i vin~ a :1as tcr l s Dc p,rec i n
Educa t i on .

In 1922, our new 'laMosta Hi;:h School
bu i l di:1g , wi th Felton Da'lis as a rchi t ec t ,
was conpleted on lI i l l ia:"!s St r ee t , One
source said the f o ot ball f ield was naned
f or Dr . Cl eve land in 1923 , the fi rs t
yea:" of i ts use , others Sllirl i n the
193()' s , D:" . Cleve land ' 5 f ""ct.~/ s aid tha t
it was a Iuays 11 I(rea t honor- t o hiM t ha t
t\H~ I'anous f oot ball a r ena was nane d f or
hi M.

l ~i le serving in Val dos ta , Dr . Cleve­
land re ceived an honorA~ degree fr0~

the ;/ni ve r s i ty of Geor~ia . Active in
':.he Georl~a Education Association , he
served as president o f that organi 7a ­
tion . I n Va11" sta , he was a membe r o f

Firs t da ot i s t Church and served as Cha i r Ma n of the Board of Deacens , also taup,ht a Bibl e
clas s . At one time D::- . Cleveland was presiden t o f the Val d os t a Chamber of Con, e r ce a,d
was ac t i ve in our city 's affai r s. ~ nembe r- of the Valdos t a Rot!l:"y ClUb, he served as the
distric t go ve rnor of Geor"ia . I-Ihen he was Sc hoo l Suoe r i n ':.endent of Valdos ':.a Schools , t he
firs t ~a rent-Teachers Association was fo~ed i n Valilllsta . Dr . ClevAl and endea r ed himsel f

Dr . A. O. Cl e ve land at 1 aldosta !ligh 3ch:>01 on
\o1i Tl.Lans St reet next t o Cleveland ~'ieli named for
him. The t i me is about the ear-Iy 1930' s , note
I on " dres s on .p.rl on ste'lS . Dr . C'Ieve Iand is
?rc~aring t o visit other city sch~013 . The
picture was provided ~ MiS3 Fredeva Ogle t r ee .
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t o pa r ents and chi l dren alike with his friendly, c oncer-ned manne r , He was quite famous
f or riding a b ike from s chool t o s ch ool on ~s vis i t ati on r oute a nd for cutt~~g t he g r as s
on t he la!'~c lawn at t he high s chool.

Mr s . Nymmie ' la rd Clevcl a"1d still lives in Be nevo l e nce , Georgia . She and Dr , Clevel and
had t ,o/O ch i ldren : a daugh t e r , Fr an ces (r1rs . Gr ay) !fi l l s man ; and a son , A. G. "Gus "
Cle vel and , J r. , of Atlmta. I enjoyed talking wi t h Gus r ec ent ly and I thank him fo r
s endL"1g inf ormation on hi s f amous dad . He t ol d me his father 's ho me was always oocn t o
any studen t who wa nt ed t o c ome by .

Clevel,md Field

' !ha t i s now ou r f oo tbal l f ield wa s f i rst used in 19 23, the year it was named for Dr .
C'Ieve Iand , F i th no g rass fo r a cus hion and on l y hard c Lay fro"! the n ew high s c hool
e xcavation , t he t eam olayer s r ece i ved 'lany cut s and br uis e s on ~is ground . At f i r s t
t her e was no grandsta nd an :! the f ans woul d stand and f ollow ou r t eam up and down the
s i de line s . Later , t here was onLy a north wooden grands tand , and s t i ll la t er one was
b"j ilt on th e south s i de . The fi rst nigh t game wi t h light s was a gr eat t opic i n 19 34
-- who would go t o a night game ~ Dou bt i ng Tnonases were e'Ter ywhere - - even at t he
c r owde d ba ll " arne on t hen igh t of September 2fl, 19 3u. Night f oo t ba ll was a def i ni t e
3uccess . Tha t ni ght Val~' sta ba t t led Abr aha m Baldwin Col l eg e of Ti f t on , Geor g i a to a
s c or e l e s s tie - - t he game t e r med as a COMedy of e rror s, blamed on t h e new light s . The
f ootball co ach then was Bobb y Hooks (Sepbe nber- 19 ~16 r, Oct obe r 19A6 News l e t t er s ) . , t i ll
t he re were opponent s 'to t he night p;a"!es. One s aid , "An old Chi ne s e prover b s ays , ' t he
night i s f or th i ngs nocturna l ,'" and opoos ed the b,.ight lights . Only a f ew agr eed with
hi m. Wor ki m; people were for it . :Joes any hi gh school ol ay i n the dayti me n ow ?

"!r i gh t Ba ze mo r e , r etir ed athle t i c coach for Valdosta s chools, once t ol:! me t hat the
s outh wood en gr-an dat.and caved i n at the bep,inni r.g of a game i n 19h1 or 1942 . Fi nally, in
19h9 , the f irs t ne t a L stands were built (sou th s tand on l y , I t hi nk , a t f irst ) . The n e ach
year i mpr o-.re mc nt s were ma de , t he s t ands extended up onc e or t wi ce . ~!hat star ted ou t i n
the 193 0' 5 and 19hO' 5 t o s eat, u.ooo i n the s t ands , rose t o 7, CO) an d t hen in l ?7 A to
12, 000. Ou r s t and s sea t nany !'lO re t han t hat now.

I n t he ear~l 1970 ' s, a new hi gh school wa s v,nil t on Fore s t St r ee t . Band ma r chinp, and
pr ac t i ce and the a t hletic program s a re pe r-f or med t he re , even to f oot ball pr a ct i ce , and
Cleveland Fiel:! has been l e f t to only the ac t ual ga mes . The ol d high s c hool on ":illiams
Street burned Nove noe r- 19 , 1977, a~ter a l ocal f oo t bal l g ame .

This is the sixt y- thi r d year o f using Cleveland Field, a pl ace of our triumphs, f ew
de f eats . I t was nam ed f or a Ma~ of ~reat s t r eng th .

Cleveland - - The Man

He pr es i ded o-.rer c haoel a t high school , relating stori e s , exp eriences , advice , and one
day t!1is di¢f i ed , hi v,h1.v ed ucated man t augh t, us a new yeTl t o spur on the f oo t bal l team .
It s ounded a wfu lly s illy cominp, from him and we Laughed; were cal l ed down and lis tened
and Lear-ned (about lOuO) , "~ah bicca bah bicca binp, bang bow wow, Rio skI d dy aye ther e ,
;;e t 1;her e , stay t here, Rah b i cca bah bicca bing bang buff! Dos t a , Dos t a , you ' ,.e t he s tuf f!"
This wa s yelled f o r many deca :!e s a t Dosta lli gh f ootbal l games .

As I have s ta t e -i Dr . CLev e 'Land r ode a bi cyc l e f' ro :n schoo l to school. Hiss Fredeva
0g1e t r ee who t rolp,ht high school h e re frOM 19 27 t o 1960, and who pr ovided us wi th t he
pi c t ur e on " age one ( t he s napshot i s aut ogra ohe d by A. G. Cle-.re l and) , said Dr . Cl eve land
-.risi ted eve ry Val dos t a school and ever y class , every day . He t ra'feled fro"! s chool to
s chool on hi s b icycle . Mi s s O~let!'e e also to ld me tha t Dr . Cle -.re l and had a toy baseba l l
ba t he c arr i ed lli t h him on his cycling tours to f end of f dogs . She als o t old ne t ha t he
had a j or;gi ng suit . lme n he got home f rom a day's work he would pu t on hi s jogg i ng sui t
and ge t i n h is ~)ckinr. chair on t he porch and r oc k -- he' d already done his l eg exe r cis e
f or t he day . So he j ust r ocked and r e l axed :

Dr . Cl e -.re l a"1d en j oyed ballroom d an c ing and many t i mes a s he v i si t ed ou,. Tea Dance s in
t he basketball she l l , he would ask certain s tuden ts to dance. I 'm told he was a ver y
s moot h dancer.
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One s tor y that has been t old and r et old about Dr . Cleve l and happened one day when he was
cut t i ng the gras s at the hi~h s chool. I t was l ate afternoon, a not so hot t i me of day
when a car stopped a t t he curb. A man and a woman were lost and wanted to find a ce r t ai n
s treet in Valdosta. They called Dr . Cleve l a nd over and he gave expert, l engt hy directions
t o the exact s pot where t hey were going. As he turned his back on them and they pr epa r ed
t o l eave, Dr. Cl evel and heard t he lady say , 'p,.[y! T"ey certainly do have educat ed ya r d men
around he re til

The Studen t Directory of 1956-1957, s tat es : "Dr. A. G. C'LeveLand becam e super-Lnt.end ent
of Valdos ta School s in 1919 . He br-ought, many changes whi ch bettered the system. Dr .
Cl evel an d soon became beloved by everyone for his wonderful sense of humor , hia s to ryt e l l i ng ,
and his gr e at understanding of t he s tudenbs ,"

Dr . Cleveland died in Cuthber t , Geo rg i a Monday night (' c t obe r 31, 1960. The funeral was
held at Benevo l ence Baptis t Church where he had been chairma.'1 of the Board of Deacons .

Unde r s t andi ng , c onc e r ned, s t alwart , f riend -- a ll these , and many more , desc r i be
Dr . ~. • G. Cl e ve l an d . He had many speaking engagements . He att ended all school f unc tions
- - he was busy da y and night . You can 't ask much more than that of an educat.or ,

Huseum !lews

In regard to ou r need of r eoa:!.rs to the basenerrt of the '111150011, we are in a sort of
holding pa t t ern . The Lowndes County Comm:l.ssioners have a"reed to help if we can have the
work done i n stages. At present we are setting our pr iorities in order of thes e stages
of ~ork.

"'Ie need t o r aise more funds for a complete r epair j ob.

We are gr a t e fu l t o the fo l lowing who gave more than their dues when they r enewed o r
pa id ~les: Mr . and '1rs . Robert B. Anderson, Jr . , Mr. and Mr s . James M. Beck , Mr . and Mr s .
Hug h Bl an t on , J r., Mr . Brad Burnette, Mr s . Raymond Cook, Hr . and ;1rs . ". Ed . Crane ,
Mrs . Howard Dashe r , Mr. Joe V. Dasher, Jr ., :1r . and I1rs. Charlton L. Davts , Hr . Sam
Ha rvey, Jr. , Mr . and :-lr s . Carl J ones, 11r s . Lollis Kafoure, Col. and Hr s . James C. Kinner ,
Mr . Har-Ley Langda'Le , J r . , Hr-s, Br i nk l ey Laws, Hr . and Mrs . Rill Lester, 11r s . Fernando C.
Menca ccy of Californi a , 11r . Eri c I·liller, Texas , lliss Fredeva Ogl e t r ee , Hr ••Tohn N. Peepl e s ,
Mr s . Geor ge Schurr , Mr . and Mra . M. L. St r ong , Mr. and Mr s . •1. Conner Thomson , Mrs . Bi l l
;" hi t aker, At l an t a , I1r s . and Mrs . J . C. toods ar d , J r. , Dr. Owen K. Youles , J r . , Mrs . Sue
Wat t er s , and Miss Edith Robert s .

The f ollowi ng a re gener ous patrons who p, av e to\~ard t he b'.li lding repairs: Mrs . Car ol i ne
Thomas, Mr . Fred Deloach, Sr., Mr. and Jlr s . Tom~ Henderson, Atlanta, Hayor Gi l l Aut r ey ,
an d Dr . J oe Stubbs .

Memori al gifts were p,iv en i n memory of ~!rs. J1ar gar e t Roberts Graham by Hr . and Mr s .
'u ch ael ft.• Dr umhelle r and Mr . and Mrs . ft.lbert S . Pendleton . A memorial gi f t has been
rece i ved i n memory of Mr s . Kathleen . ri nn Knight by Mr . and I1r s . Albert S. Pend l et on .

!lew members include J eanett e Tillman Cole of Arizona, Brian Ki Jleen of Lake Park ,
and Mrs. Jeff Cl aypool of Har y l an d .

On October 30, Dr . Dale Peeples gave an interesting program on the histcry of Val dos t a
St a t e College .

Remember the Blackburn photographs display on Sunday November 23 , 1986, f rom 3 : 00 to
5:00 pm , Bring you r photos to lend " ednesday , NovertJer 19, from 0: 30 t o 11: 30 and on
Thursday, Novenb e r- 20, f rom 2:00 to h: OO pn , The h- H Club of Lowndes County will
furnish r ef r es hmen t s and decorations. Join us all for this tribute to the a rtistry
of Mr . dl ackburn .

See you at the Hus eum, Albert S . Pendleton, Editor
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