
/ L OWNOES C Dl....NT Y HIST ORICAL SOCIETY

Mr3 . r,eorf:e 'I. H,,:-t , J r . , Presiclen~

NEWSLETTER I

VOL . XV IrJ . 12



IDI·mns;:; CO!Jln:Y HI S'!'ORIC AL SOCI ETY P . n . Box h3h V~ldos ta , _G=iA:......--'V~o~l. X'! No . 12 page 2

The t wo pi~ t~ reB on n~p. one are f~o~ t he collecti on o~ sna r~ hots thnt Bob ~c Laur.hlin

of r..o .5ta -·, :p.s a . C a Ii f'or-ni.a r-eproduced f o r" t he S o c Lety, They arc en'Iar -aenen t.s o f s napshot s
o f enlan;cment,s a t tM S"orts '":e.~' s r nnt.-o r or. ;C<3t ,lil l Avenue in Valdo s t a . EnLa r-genent.s
o f snaps hot s of enIar-nemerrt s a1.w~-j"s s eem t o CO:!iC cut f'uazy , out I run deterrr.ired to use
t he m. Th e f irst pic~ure i s of t he 1 9 33 f oo t ba l l ~e~M of the Valdos t a llig~ ;:;choc l
o f Valdosta , Ge or gia . The s c ores t hat yea r , under- Coach Bobby Hooks in hi s secor. d y ea r
" ere: Vaidosta 20 Douglas 3 ; Valdosta 3h Bainbridge 0 ; Val dost a 28 Cai r o C; 'Jal ctos t a 32
Ri chmond Ac ade my 111; V, l dos ta 21 1i:no'c ro ss 0 ; 'J~ldos ta 0 Thonasvi l l e 0 ; Val dos t a 13
Ti f t on 0 ; 'Ialdo s t a 6 Albany 26 ; V, ldosta 2B Houltri e O. In a c ouple of f octba l l a r t ic l es
t.r.ese nao: es .. e re !!lentionec as plR yinf; : St rom, Thomas , Ra t Li.f' f', n~rbut , Tan ne r, Ni j em,
~lnrpt.y , ~egister, Geor ge , Gornto , Cl eveland, H1Me r , J oine r , Pa r ke r , Young, Gidden s ,
Pe a r I man , Conve r-s , LancdaIe , J o hns on and Pai ne . I n th e La s t game of t hat seas on >l he n
we opat 1oultrie , t he Ti me s s aid th at Joi ner c a°"!e out as he ro .

The second p i cture i s- dated 19h'!., the yea r after Bobby Hooks left Vnldost ~ , bu t these
were his ner., SO Me of wh:'ch he wro te about. in his ne moi r . I belie\re the second pic~ure ·

~ " s o~ken in the .. e st end of Clevel~r.d Field , facin?, south -- no te t he ..oo de n bl e ac he r
seats . Tha t i s ho w i t. all l oo ke ri t hen. Dov Ls , St al vey , St eua r t , Shi ve r , HanLey,
Geor ge , Har-dy , Ho xl ey, ::dllards , Bulloch and Burns are t he f ootball pl aye r s i n th e s ecor.d
p i c t nr-e . One c f t hes e d sys , we "i11 pu b'Li sh no r e pi c tnres of foo t.b a Ll. and ba sebal l
playe rs in our He..s letter . Until t hen , he r e is t he s e ccnd instal l re n t of t he me no a.r-s o f
Co ach Bobby Hoof:s-,-i9~12-l9ho f o r the Valdo s t a High SchooLjLIdcat.s of Valdos t a , Geor gi a .

F'1D[.' 19 32 TllROUGH 19ho

'f ! CCAelf BOBBY nooxs

(Pa r t 2 aPod Conc l us ion)

(Fr it t en in t !-e 19 50' s )

( I'l}'> , '!.0}6 , 1937) Ri ll." "DJ"Ila-,:'. te" Goodl oe wi llim: t o p~:r the pr i c e becaus e he Loved
it , s to c ky , b i ?, and fn s t - ;mou,;h-{n;:-:,;n- i dea l r;ua rd " h ich had tc pull out and r un inter -
f' e r s n c e . Pl ayed s ome f or G a , Tec h and i s now a m ero e r of their co a c ru.ng s t af f .
(19 3;:, 1" 33) 't . D. 'la t li f f ' Ia Lfoa ck -- one of t h e best slas hing type bac ks -- good f or
" (.r 5 yar ds th r "ugh snall s li'ts i n the line . He and St ro", (ru.s running mat e ) comp'Linerr t e d
e a ch o t he r -- '{at liff t he s hort s teady ;;ai r-e r , s tron the 10m: bal l h i t ter .
~ 19 jh . 19, 5) ~ 'iJ1 Soain Kelly Fullback -- ve r .! fas t and c ons iste nt . \·! ~ s a sta r on a
f i r.e ball club ,oIhop'-~ve yOll-iimin ef:'ort and hustle on the practic e field a nd in ga llEs .
(l 9 032 , 1,, 3 3) Buck The-mas - H B - >las the oest so -called 2nd str i ng ha'l f back , He ha d
a f'Lne pai r o f hands , c ould pass , run an d ount . I n lookin r; th r our-h SOr1e old notes I f ind
~.;~: ere I h ad s ai.d , rt ;3uck i s one o f t he most li ke l y t o make a succ ess of coach.i. ng ; " Pe l s
f"lfi Dec! t hi.1 prophecy and des erves a lot of c r e di t f ror Dos ta 's succe s s i n I'oo t.b a Tl
-,~,rcu "b the' .VA ~ rs . He p Lay ed beh ind St rom a t R. H. , Ratli f f at 1. ff. , Young and Gi dde ns
, t , }\, -,1. fbsl' rbed c oachi ng like a bl o tter .
('"c ; 3, : 9 .3h ) fle nry Dukes (}nard - Deponda bLe - he >Jas no t o f the r ugr:ed type, no t
f las hy , was "lor e o f the brai n t ype , bu t qu ite cc nsistent . A coach 's kind of b~llpl~ye r .

( 19 32 , 193 3) Max Young Fu Ll.b ack -- a hard r unning vicious t ac klinp, f ootbaTl, pLay er-,
~n exc e:lent blockf~~?rd nos e type pla~~r - one y ou had r?ther have on you r t eam
t han agains t you . Rou !~h f, Ready .. s s his motto .
(19 32) ,I . t, Ha r tin fr J . n. Joiner pLayed ends on one of t he mas t ama zing
t e l\,"s , m:,' f i rs t , anrr-one o[1h e be s t . T..o fine ends , one " as of the reckle ss t y?e ,
t t e other of the c aut.Lous type . They have be en fast fr iends throug h t h e ye a r s - bo th
o:o t t he j o b do ne and " Hov t "
(19 .36 , 19 37 ; eke Camo belJ End - A g r eat co-ioe t i t or- and fine pas s r e ce i v er . He
C"" f;l:t a pa ss and r an--to tlilfive yard line ag~inst i10llltr i e on on e Thanksg i ving Day
" he n the y " ere unscor-a d on and undefea oed . !>Io pl ay s l at er Bl anto n >l ent ove r ­
s c o r-e Dos t a A, Mou l t r i e C. I t >las n Layed in a s ea of mud.
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(19 38) Lonnie r~rnto , a ver y f i ne s ignal c nller , b locker a nd leade r - ve r y
heady and a wonde rfu l '"!emory - could r ene mbe r- p l ay s ituatio ns ann c arr-Led out i ns t r uc t i o ns
t o the l e t te r . Sa m, James , J ac k a nd Ionrrie Gor rrt o , all brothe r s , n l aye d fir.e bal l a t
Dosta ~igh f or all i t wa s wor th .
( 1<; 37 , 19 3 9 , 1939 , 19110) Joe Davi s Left half - t he g r-e a t.es t passe r I eve r coached - he
had ice water in his veins;;Tri co u ld hit h i s mar k . He was t all enou gh , but l e an a nd
and didn ' t weigh over 150 I bs . , bu t was j.ndest ructible . He had great hand s an d could
throw t o a l l distances . He was a r,reat ball c a rr ier t o boo t . He ", ' u l d have t o be
r emembe r-e d as one of tre greatest ha l f bac ks . Je lost h i s l ife i n th e ser vice o f his
c ount r y .
(19 36 , 1937 , 193R) H. H. "flu t ch" Pa s snor-e, Co - Ca pt. 19 31\, t he v, r eat est, c enter and a 11­
r ound lineman I e ver coa ched. He han a nos e f or: def'ense and was a vi cious t ack l e r . He
wa s t he mos t sought a fte r lineman in the anna ls of football h isto r y a t Dc- s t.a , He an d
>Jrooker 31a n t on han a p r i vate plane t o f l,y to Valdos t a and n ick t he m up and fly t rem
t o L. S . U. They we r e no t only cou r t ed by 1. S . iT. , f or a s cho l arship , bu t ,.,n . no b
Ney l and of Tennessee c ame t o Valdcsta t o t r y and s i gn t her; up and l a t er they "lent as
guests t o the Volunt e e r Cnmpu s - Duke , Alabama , Geo rr. i a ann many other g reat f'oo tbsL'l
s chools s ou ght t hes e two fine f oo t bal l pl a ye r s . They bo t,; ended UP at (".eOrE, ia . Hu t c h
Pas s~re also died in t he service o f his c ount r y . The ~st v ic i ous t ac kler I ever
saw o r coa ch e d .
(1937 , 1938, 19 39, 19 uO) J im PO~l ell Quar terback - a Lt.hough be t s listed on t he squad
and team fo r four yea rs - his c areer s tar t ed years befo re t his as a masco t f or the
";ildca ts . Ji,., "owell love d f " ot ba l l ~, ith p passion and roes down a l ong with t he a ll­
time gr ea t s . ' li s g r ea test f or t e " a s bloc ki np, and wa s t he g rea t est blocke r o r leade r
o f int e r f e r ence . He uas a chamoion a nd he ol ayed on a Ch?mpionship Team . -le was jus t
as fine a boy as he was a f ootball p Laye r , He wen t t o :le r ce r Uni ver sity on a f oot bal l
scholarship. Pu r ple :!Ha r t as a Harine - Wo r l d War II.
(19 39 , 19ho ) Lou Blan ton - Tac kle - The tallest and one o f the biggest t ackles ~·f

all t imes. :10 ",oulT hav,,-tCi be lis ted '"i th t.he Long lis t 0:' ;:;,."" :. t a ckles a t Dos t a ,
:~p. was a t ean man an d kept U,e spiri t 11P a t all ti..,es - bi :~ , s't ron :;, depe ridabLe -
a apec i a'l i s t at 1<ir:kinr; oft". He ?:'ay '3d f ar T!e rcer and (JP.Or;¢.a . A r~rea 't c (J!n~titor

t-lho beI leved °.-l inni:tr; W3 3 ne t on I y a ~ood th i :1g - i t was the on: :, thi nj~ ~

( 19 37 , 19 3'1 , 1'139 , 1quO) GleIm "a ~ l iff - Ri 'ih t halfba c k who fa ll",'ed i n his bro t he r ' s
f oo t s t e ps ( ;t . D. Ratliff played on my first t ean at D03 t a) .;len n 'la t 1iff wa s t he
quickes t alldoest nas s re ce i ver o f any back I ever coached , Bec;ms e o f h irt an d t hes e
qual itie3 , a long wi t~ Joe Davis , the "las s e r , we usnd a f'Lan k a r that ~ad much t o do wi th
c a r r ytng Dcs t a to a no t m r state Ch:'lm[Jions hip . A dangerous back i n op en fie l d . Loved
t :J block and r u n.
( 19 .3 Q , 19hO) 11a:( S t a l vey - Guard - he wa s ouilt t he l e ast like a gll~r:l , cut he had
t 'le heart , s o hist hen SM.c-'111 s:L ze was no hand'i.ca o, He W<13 t ou gh a nd Flf;ile on offens e
and de f ens e - wei i;hed on ly 111<) Lbs , s oaking . ,e t, ye t never got hu rt . Count hi m in
u her-e i t " a s t hdckes t , 'ye t he was quack , Demu r e of f the field .
( 193'i , 1939 , 19uO) Clarence " a i ne - ~:uard - h e w ~ s one of the eas i est playe r s t o c oac h
- \'londerl'~ l s pirit ami hus t l e, the b ro t he r- of ;1. J. Pa i ne , who nLayed ear Lier , Dos ta
de ve I one d f i ne guar ds f or they had to pu Ll, out and r nn int erferenc e fo r t he f as t
halfbacks and fu l l backs . Picked fa!' s peed an j enduranc e .
( 1938 , 19.39 , 191,0) Knu c k :1cCr a ry - Fu LLba ck and s i.gna L calle r . He ranks a Lon e with
GUy Reid Pa r ke r in ca l Li m ; the ri "ht plnys a t t he r i gh:; t i me - he wa3 d ar inp, and
i~ginative, he was the f aste s t an d bes t :'llllback to t he ou:'si de I ever had , He ~~ent

t o ~!erce r Univer sity and Geo rgj.a o n f oo t ba l l schola r ship - he was one of the out ­
:;t an di ng coaches t urned o ut a t Dos t a , 'te 's now coachang a t Honltrie Hi " h School.
( Editor' s note, Knuck '1cCrary d.i.ed in 196 5 )
(1939, 191,0 ) Jim Sh i 'l er - Cen ter - one o f the all-ti!~e ouns tnnding cent e rs , he was
great defens i v e linebacker - and great s napoer' of the ba n on of f ens e . He pLayed ha:"f ba ck
i n coll e p'e and "as a coach. His last co achi~p' ass i gnmen t was at D~wson , Geor~ia .

( 1939 , 19 3iJ , 19uO) Steve Condu r elis - Tackl e - r OUl;h an d ready and he like d i t '~he re it
Has thick - He wa s mobi le an d had ~reat s tamina - He p l ayed on an undefeate d and untie d
t ea "! ann a Stat e Champi on. Neve r wa s hurt h i Ms e l f , b u t c lobbered bal l carriers .
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( 19),0 ) Red flullock - end - a r e ;l-he ade d ballolayer who ha d great rela.xa tio n Po nd
goorl hands , ;j" deva Loned i nto a fine pass receiver . He has be e n co aching for a g reat
mrnber- of years in hip,h school ci rc l e s . A fine blocke r of t a ckles on o ffense .
( 1939 , 19 ),0 ) Tom :ltewart - qu ar-te r-hack , left halfback and right h a l fback - the
2!d strinr; QB I ever coacherl - he p lay ed behind Jim Powe Tl , uh i c h is enough said ­
called u pon in many c rucial situ ,qtions and carn e t h r ough like the c na-roaon he was .
s tar ted coach i nrr at :llJ i t !1an , neorgi a , then at Bremen , then at Dublin Hi?,h Schoo l .
or- eve he was a t e r r i fi c b'Locker , he has a caul i f l owe r ear . He was f'o orl enough to move
J i:n Powell to ha l f fo r mu ch of t h", ti",e .
( 1939 , 1940) E . rl . HanLey - f ullback - t here i s no questd on hut t hat he >las the
~reat est con'Ter tedfullback t o ever wear the go lrl ami black . In " r es ea s on c a rm nr a ct i ce
i ,., ' ,9110 , we neejed a o ,..: i si ng f ullba c k to kee» ou r onpos i.nn linemen honest and to make
oiz- "ide stuff p,o Hi til our- li gh':. fast bac ks - After t r ying oct many l i ne:nen ve decided
u~on H~nley - it ~e~nt a gre~t s~crifice for hi n fnr he was a fOod tar-kIa, but , w~th ~uch

overtime wo r k, he deveIcpcd Int o o ne o f t he beat f ullbacks up the middle . l'i t h hi m we
devel oped tw " te"c:s t h"t c ar-r t o d us t " the St a t e Chanpt onstri,n , Ou r plan was to us e ou r ,
bit: tea~ a Iorn- wi th Han Ley t o so ften I eM 1.1.0 And <nen to put Knuck NeCra:"':.,.. i n t o F§J wi de
I'r-o-n full bac k . T ~e p l an pan ned out • He ran with reckl"s s abandon . He cou ld r anb l e .
(19 3<; , 1036 , 19 37, 1'11:\) 'I!'oo;:e r ,il ant on - Co- Capt. 193 '1 - 'lalfba ck o r FuLl.back , i t
di dn ' 't matter , t hp r. rp.~te:l ~ Rll-~ound -tAc k I ever coached or ever saw play i n hi gh s choo l
",1:1 :oren s oh ooI cir,:le:;. He had .,o re natural " bili t y t h an any athlete I eve r sa". Onc e
" t'en it hu r t his kne e to kick right-foo~ed, he bo omed purri s 50 f , 60 ya r ds '.lown f i eld
l e f t - foo t e d w: th no concer-n , . he n aske d ·"hy he had never to l rl ne he eo u'Id ki ck left ­
f ooted, he replied, "I h"rt nfp'e ~ tried it be f'or-e ," I hart hi M c addyi ng f'o r me on the go l f
c ou rse when UD on the tee h e a s ked t; J t ry h i 3 ·hand and drove t he ball 300 yards , strai~l t

down t he fa j rway the fi!' st; ti me h e ever had a club i n his hand .
'lr CloKc r cou Ld ou t r un ~ nrl ou t s i de step onponent s , but when he had to, he could explod e

t hrnw,h and ove r- theM. 'I e couli qu i.ck ki.c k as well a s pu nt f'or- h e used the r oc ker s t en
':.Cl o .mt and never had a punt blocked. He v,ot ' e Cl of f s o fast . He was truly a triple
th reat , he i n g ab Le t o naa s , k ick and ru n e quaLLv well. He never liked nr ac t i c e an d ye t
a!"t e !' a ga"le ~lhen h e dii everything but swa Tl.ov t he ball, a rri everyone was enjo:rin;: the
t a s t.e of vd.ct o ry , he sat dej ectedly alone thinking h e had not p l aye d well. :ie needed
encour-a ge-ac nt and was extre'1ely s ensi ti'fe to criticis'1. Found h i m on a sandlot kicking
boornino; ount s down a cow pas tur e .

I t was stray,e t ha ':. the best a l l - rou nd Lf.neman , H. H, Pa as nnor-e , an d ,he best all­
r ound hack , Brooke!' BLanton , pl ay ed on t he sane team - - Hr . Of f e ns e 'and Hr . Def e nse on
th e same team was a c oach. ' s dream co me true . They Her e the scourge of all South ,'le or g i a
teams durinG thei r car-eer-s , ' ."i th all t he attention , p r a i3e and glory it never went
to thei r heads .

Time nor space wi11 allow Me the opnor-t uni,t y t o Men~ion any Mar" ol aye r s in that
19 32- 1940 f ootball e ra . I wish I had the tine t o Mention ev ery one ",ho olay ed on the
squad , the va r sity or the "30~art 'I'eams , II for T a", deepl y indebted t o ,,11 of them f or
t he s uc ce s s !losta en,; oyed in buildi n p, a fo otball d;masty whi c h still stands i n tha t
Sou t h :Jeor ;:i a comrruruty known a s Va ldos t a , t he 'Iale of Beauty.

Thanks to the mana ge r-s such a s Halter ~lillialTls , Ver non '1cRae ,· Red Si kes , Pete Giddens ,
J ulian LeFiles, Bu s t e r Ba s s fo r d , Lov'i.c Gr ee r and HUF,h Blanton. They did a fi ne job and
and de ser-ve much of the cr-edt t fo r t r'is success .

Spec i a l praise and conside!'at i on mus t go to the coaches who so a b~v assisterl me ,
such as Coa ches Hou s e , T;mgs ton ( now deceased ), Mc Ginty, Stone , Ca thc ar t , Roberson , and
I 'r i ght Bazemore . Coach Be r-na rd Stone , who never s cout.e.i a g ane be f or e comi ng to
Valdosta, de ve I ooad into the finest scout a team coulrl have and wa s instrumental in many
f ine vic t orie s f or the Wildca t s .

I would be unapareciative unless I to ok t~i s oppor t u ni ty to salu te such Me n as Hr .
Nel se HoLcombe , ' II' . J eff Davi.s , and !-II' . .lack Oli ve r , all t hre e deceased , but their fine
deeds and help i n so many ways will f orever live in t he hea r t s and memories of those
who Love the heritage and P,reat t r adi tions o f Ol e Dos t a Hi gh School.
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..1";. The fi rs t team i n So u t h Jeor r,i a t 'J have s pr:'n,; f oot ball nr a" t i c e .
42 . Fi r s t with lip,hts t o play night ball .
;j ) . J<'i r s t t o have or e-season f ootba l l camp .
i} !.! . Fi:-st t o t ravel by G:o-eyhOlmd bus .

1932 - 1940 Vi cto r ies over arch rivals:

9 y r-s , 'lDult:-ie 0 , Valiosta 9 wins , Thanks f;.l 'li nl~ Day t :-adit ional ga- fle .
q yrs. Waycross won 1 , t i ed 1 , nosta 7 won , 1 tie .
9 yrs . Thomasville 2 wins, Dosta 7 wins , Arrnstice Da:r Gnle .
o y r-s , Tifton won 1 , Dosta won '3 .
o yrs . Albany won 3, Dosta won 6 .
4 l osses - most l osses suffe r e i anyone season.

Tot a l games played as c oa ch of :' a . H:' li ta r;i Co llege (l :rr . ) , Vnl dosta Hi p,h Schc oL
(9 yrs . ) , and Hercer Uni ver s i t y (l y r , } , 108 p,a",e s , Victori es 92 , Losses Ill , r, Ties 2 .

This conc Iudea the L!ooks s to r y an d we thank ' I- s . 'looks for sllpnlying t~s to the former
ol ayers who gave i t t o us to use , ""~r;ionl! .. i 11 find i t i nteresti"p, am we a re qli te pleased
~~ pri1t it hc:-e .

' :e pLan to mail a cony o f these two ',Iewsletters to many o f t he se Men and ask t,h!' t t hey
s~nd com,ents so tha t we mi~ht follow up wi t h ano~her s t ory, SOMe things ~hey r emember ,
speci al t imes anti rames . Let us he ar f' r-on you t

M1 TSF.1 T'1 ~rr;HS

:)on ' t f or;;et the Blackburn Phot orrr-aphs Di splay t o be held at our Hus eu," on !:ove mbe r 23,
19 16, fr om ) : (J() to <; :00 n"l. Share with us srme o f y our treasured dl ack b'l r n photog r aphs .
Br i m; them t o th e Mus eu m 0" . Iednesday , !b venbe r l Ot h , f rom 0 : 30 , t o 11: 30 am and aga.in
on Thu r-sday !!ove",)er 20th , from 2: 00 t o 4:00 pm, Th~ pho togr-aphs mav be i'11ividual
DOl' t raits , f arri,Ly IY.' r t ra:: t s, eve nts , s ce nes - - anythi r.g photogra phed by :11'. B'Lackbur-n ,
Pl eas e b r ing a'1f i nf ormat i on c oncernfnz the phot of,r a phs . Photogr aphs shar-ed s hou l d be
pi cked up by the l ende r il'lflle(liately after the s ho"ing endi nr; at 5 :(X) pm, "'lnda y Nove mber
23rd , or the followinr; day on Monday, November- 2ht h , from 10: 00 am until 1 2: 00 noon ,

We would appreciat.eyour cooperat i on i n h e l pi ng Make t his a r eal t ribute t " t m artist r y
of ~r . Bla ~kburn . Re f r eshMen t s and decorations for t he event will be furnished by the
4-H CIub of Lowndes County . Pl e as e j oin us f Dr t hi s i nueresti ng display and enj oyahle
occasion . The pubLi,c i s defin:. te ly invited brin ,; someone with you .

Natalie F i l l i a ms sends a big " t hank-you" t o these who s tayed at the ,11ls e'l "l on Sunday
afternoons , keepinp, it open for the publ ic . J enuary, ~ary Ann Bl an t on , Bclith Rober t s ,
and Catherine Rad I as , February , Dr . Joe Tomberlin . Ma rch, Hike Paine . Ap,.i l, Dr . Dale
:~ eep les . May, Tom Shelt on . J une , Ma:-th a Horowitz . July, Jane Cand l e and Jean :1a l one .
August, Lillian McRee, Dorothy Denmark, Louise Ellis, Jewell 'hmum, and Fai nsy ani
Mac ~cClure . Sept e "lbe r Annabel Cowart, Rmily McCall , Margaret Baker, Hen :-i e t t a Walker ,
Ca r olyn 9u t l e r , and Julia Bess Scot t . "Thanks to all - - your time gi ve n is r eal l y
apprecf.a ted -- won't others volunteer ?? r aIl 2112-8 962 , Natalie Wi lli a ms . "

Now is t he time to join or r enew with LCHS. Use the form below.

!D\\'ND;;;S COUNTY HISTO:UCAL SOCIF.TI
P . O. Box 434, Valdosta , Ga . 31601
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