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Wildcat Grid Team To Face Fitzgerald To-N ight

Here arc; the 6ghtlOg Valdosta High School Wi ldcats. who will meet their second Sout h Grorgia Foot ball A MOCi..tion tn t tonight. in a game with
Flugcrald. another of the leadin g turns of the conference. Begmni ng with the bottom row , and left to right. tbey are : Bottom row : Patillo. Roger s,
Stalvey, Phillips, Ratliff (uptain ) , J. Dav is. Powell , Love. Mcfacbren . Second row : Coach Wright Bazemore. Co-ben. Colson. D. Dav is. Condo­
relli•• Coach Bobby Hooks, Hanley, Bagley, P,155mOrt . Bullock. Howell, Coach Bernard Stone. Third row : Oliver. Nicholson. Hard y. Sims. Shann on.
ShlVet ,"McCrary, Blanton. Stewart, Ycul es. Fourth row : Dasher. McDonald , Gibson. Abood . Ross, Porter, Manager Paine. Manager South well .
G eorge, Manager Bassford. Fifth row :. Blanton . Herndon, Edwards , Hallman. Stone. W ethen egton, Hall, Moore. Godwin . Lilly , Lee.

Thi s oictt:re was reproduced r r-on t he October 1'1 , 19ho, !)osta Out/Iook , publication
of Valdosta High School, Valiosta, r""orP,ia , the f oot ba ll town:----rn the Illiddlp. of the
oicture with h:.s boys i s the l a t e Coach Bobby Hooks who was wit:, V·IS 1932-19Lo. That
year , 19LO, vas had beat A!1e r i cus 32-< , Cross City 39-0 , .~ashville 6 2- 0 , and with t he
r est of the season ready to play , they COMplained of injuries of our pl~·ers . An
articl e in the Outlook Mentions Clarenco ?ai ne , 81I: !,ou Blanton , ( the l ate) "Knucklehead"
McCr ary (who after \ ,III coached the Houltrie t eam and gave us t ough competition ), and
Captai n of the f oot ball t eam, Gl en Ratliff and Mor e.

Many thanks t o ~rs . Bobby Hooks of Macon f or shari~r, with us t he sto~ we have i n
this i s sue . It was written by bobby Hooks i n the 1950' s , Mrs . Hooks c ane II cross the
article and a copy , inS ~iven to J . G. Joiner of Hacon , who 3:lnt a cop.'! to J . 10' . Hartin
in Valdosta . A few co r- rec ta ons were Made , places filled i n by tli,: Lou B'lan ton who also
had i t r e t yped . Clarence Pai.ne <;al led me about it and we went fro., t he re . It i s a
real find .

The f i r s t installment of the story f ollows, but first, SOMe words about the coach
hi~self, Bobby Hooks .
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R03F.RT G. HOO KS 1907-1969

Bobby Hooks was born March 13, 1907, in Americus, r~orgia . He began his ath l eti c
caree r there playing f ootball in 1921, 1922, and 19 23, also participating in baseball
an d t rack . In 1924 and 19;>5, Hooks a ttended itive r s i de Academy .mere he pl ayed fo otball
and captained the swim~ng, track, boxing and wre stling teams.

At t he Uni versity of Georgia, he was on e of Georgia 's four hors~en of the 1927
"Dream p, \-I onde r " tea". He was a l;ain in al l s ports, and never lost a boxing natch t he re .
In 192·3, he was the Son t he r n Conference lir,ht heaV"J'leight boxing champion; the Sou thern
A",ateur light heaV)r"\4eight and t he Southern A!!lat en r heaV"J'leight c hanps , and ""n "Iany
ot he r boxinp; matches, including the six pr of es s ional fights in 1930 when he won all
six mat ches . He t hen ma de t he decision t o become an athletic coach .

This was a man whose life as a ro ach t ouched t he lives of hundr-eds of Geor gia boys
and girls in all s ports . I n 1930 and 1931, he be gan coaching at r~orgia Militarj
College of Ni lledgeville. Then , this maf(TlifiQ3nt , handsome athlete came t o VaIdos t a t o
be athle tic di r ecto r and head coach for Valdosta lli gh School , a job that las t ed fr om
1932 t o 19uO. Our pic ture is of his last team he re . He a ccepted a posi ton of coach
at Mercer Uni ver si t y in 1941 and moved there , s erved in "il-'lI a s a Limtenant Col one l ,
retu rned to Mercer, anrl later retired in Macon .

Coach Bobby Hooks died April 7, 1969 . He had been Lnducted into the State of
Geor gia Athletic Hall of Fame in December 106u .

Er s . Hooks Iivas in Macon and we thank her fo r sharing this "memoir" with us .
:':r ee t i ngs from ever yone i n Val:iosta , Mr s . Hooks . Iole wish you'd co rne to see u s .

Thedr daup,hter Beth l ives in Athens wi th he r husband and two c hi l dr en . Son Bobby ,
Jr . , and his wife ha'le three children and live in Texas .

He re is the first pa rt of the a r t i c le by Coach Hooks about his boys .

T'IDi1W1AIL S!ffi'r:;'j OF QU'fSTAl'illI NG FOarBALL p:u.YEllS ON VA Lll1STA I S TEAl·1S

FROH 1932 T'ffiOUG'I 19hO

BY m ACH BOBBY f{JOKS

(1932 , 1933 ) ~lY Reid Parker the c ockie s t quar terback and the best s igna l cal l er .
I'his was when sir;nals were cal .l.ed f ron a s e t f ormation (no huddle) . ne had supreme
confidence in himself and pos ses s ed ·t he 3 p IS; Poi s e , Polish, and Precision above
al l others .
(1932, 1933) Bernard "Step" St r om (Co-Capt . 1933) was t!'. e gr eat es t broken field
runner I ever coached ( or saw in 15 yea rs I coaching ). He was always good fo r a
65 or 70 ya r d touchdown run . He was the most danger-ous punt receiver and was never
tackled head on . He c 01l 1~bust a p,ame wide open with h i s breakaway s peed.
(1932) Robe rt "Certainly" Shannon - the shortest and smallest cen t er - he
was on my f irst tea.,- a t Valdost a and when I as ke d who i s m:r center , i n l i ning t hem up
- Shannon said, "I am Coach, II and certainly he was - however - he go t hi s nickname
when against Albany, t hey were la(!€, i nr; and on a time out Shannon said, ''We cert a i nly
do need a touchdown" - ti.,e in we got the t ouchdown and went on t o win the game .
I tried my best to play a t all, big , fine - l ooki ng boy a t center because pot ent i a l ly
he looked the part, but Robe r t "Certainlv" Shannon had othe r ideas . He was the
bes t at his position for his build and size. (Senior , coache d him on~v one year .)
(1932) John "Stoore" Davis - t he best equipped tackle I ever had - bi p" s t rong
and powerful. He went on to play t ackl e for the University of Georgia and was one
of t he Most underrated pl aye r s on a p,ood Georgia tea~. (Senior , had him one yea r .)
He now c oaches at Jefferson , r~orgia. (This a r ticle written in 1950' s -- Ed . )
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<932) Lonnie O' l/ea l (Capt .) A very fine guard - nrobanIy the stronJlest
and most rugged of all time. A fine l eader by exampl e . Quiet pnd t imid onl y off
t he gridi. ron .
(1932 , 1933) Tommie Giddens (Co-Capt . 1933) - the best de f ens ive fUllback and one
with great cour age as he p layed with a great handicap - his right s houlder would
come out of joint and was very pa inful when it s l i pped out. He played with a leathe r
s t rao a round his wai s t and arm to keep the s houl der in pl ace . He pl ayed it hard
and dangerous as r eckl ess a s t hey CDme .
(1933, 19 34) Fred IIijem , Co-Capt . 1934 - the bes t allround guard I ever coached
in hi~h schDDl, prep s chool,j~~Dr col lege and college coaching. He was quick as
a pant he r , t Dugh pn d tireless . On defense, he stayed in the oopos i ng backfie l d so
much he was often ~staken for the 5t n Man in their backfield. On offense , he
pulled out t o run interference and was a great open field blocke r - f as t , I"J.gged
and a ve ry highly spirited leader and capt ai n . He could do i t all and l oved it .
(1933 , 1934) Buck Murphy Co-Capt. 1934 - the best of f ens i ve an d defensive tackle
- ve~{ active and r ugged, went on t o captain a Georgia Tech Orange Bowl t eam. He
played fu llback at Tech and i s consider ed one of the best blockers and linebackers
Tech has ever had.
(1933, 1934, 1935) J ack Gornto- the best al l round end. Red-headed, tall,
rawbo ned and fast as a dee r . Went on to pl ay end at Al abana - t he hl aba ma co aches
said if he hadn't dropped out a fter his sophomor-e ye ar on the team he IDuld have
been an All-American end i n a walk . (This was i n the Rose Howl era a t Alabama
und er Frank ThDmas.)
(1933 , 1934, 1935, 19)6 ) Jloah Langdale - smartest tackle, one year agains t our
greatest r ival , Albany, t he guard and qb we re tipoin~ off their olays . We told
Noah a bou t i t and he c alled the def ensive plays s o ef'f'ec t dveIy, Albany was stopped
col d and Dosta won an easy vi cto ry . Noah Langdale was one of the few f r eshmen to
make the t eam, wei ghi ng 250 Ibs. He played t a ckle f or Alabama, right t ackl e Dn
defense and lef t tackl e on defense . He was that good a college t ackle.
(1934 , 1935, 1936) Tony Henry - left half back - t he bes t s low '1B I ever coached .
He knew his weaknes s ( l ack of s peed) and because of same l earned ~o ge t the most
ou t of his interference. He was cne of the a l l - time gr eat backs developed at
Dos ta Hi inspit e of his lack o f s peed. A s~eady yard gainer and bal l control
type back .
(1933, 1934) ~lS Cleve l and , son of Dr . A. G. Cleve l and, Superint~~dent Df
Valdasta Public Schools for ove r thi rty years, ranks amon g t he t op of the guards
in two r es pects - des i re and de ter l1ination . He was ex tremely nearsighted, having
t o wear gl as ses . In spite of this severe -handicap, '}'1s , because of his intense
des i r e t o pl ay the game , left his f ootprin ts on Clevel and Field that bears his
Dad' s name. Desire & consi s t ency were hi s f or te .
(1933, 1934) Ray ~iner - be st of the s mal l e nds , t ru\v gr ea t fo r his size
am wei-ght . He did everythi ng t hat was as ke d of an end and gave no quar ter and
asked fo r none;
(1935 , 1936, 1937 ) Os car Dalton (Halfoack & Cap t . 1937 t e am) He was the ha r des t
running back, not fancy but bruising type runner and a hustler f ro"! start to finish .
A hard wor ker on the f i eld and off - he wo r ked at a drug s t ore whe n he wasn't in
school and on t he practice field . A fine example, a never-say-die s pi r i t.
(1934) Ellis Clary, quarterback - smartest at calling plays - he was
like a coach on the fi eld - i f he had been e li[;ible to olay more t han one ye a r
the s ky is t he limit as t o t he gr eatness he night have achieve d - he developed into
a Big League baseball pl aye r and now coaches the V'ashington Senators. A scrapper
all t he way.
(1934 1935) D. ,I. "DeWimp" Freeman -- the most sacrificing of all players
he would get up at 3 & 4 am t o deliver milk , but neve r mi ssed a practice or a
night chalk talk . He was so big and be cause of hi s s i ze , awkward, but what he
lacked in finesse he made up in ha rd worl< and r-oughness , .,Ie had a hard time
getting pants t o fi t him and many times , I thought he would loss them , s o intent
was his play.
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JL , 1935) The tw:> Paine boys M. J . Pai ne and Tr avers Paine wer e pains i n t he neck
the oppos i t i on - two of t he bigges~ , r oughest, t ou,:;hest line~en to come down t he pike

. t hey were t h e rough- house t ype of ol ayers - the rougher i t was, the better they liked
it . They were cousins an d each tried to ou t do t he ot he r i n pr acti .ce and on the playi ng
f ield. They c ould pl ay guard o r t ackl e equal~- well -- when they played as a pa i r of
guar ds they compr i sed t he bes t and bi "gest i nterior line pl ay I ever had . Traver s Paine
played some good ball for r£orgi a Tech .

To be continued i fi the nex t News l e t t e r .

Sadnes s

It i s ~,i th de ep r egret and s adnes s t o announce t he de a t h o f ]'lrs . Ma rRa r e t Robe r t s
Gr aham . She ~1aS a f r iend , r ehtive an d member c f LC·-!S . !'Ir s . Gra haM t augh t i n t he
city school s fo r many years an d we ",11 r-eme mbe r- he r r eomet r y class es . She was a
good an d f a i t hful me mbe r of LCIB , attending nearly ever:" meeti ng and function . v?e
will always miss t hi s lady.

The Societ~· has r ece i ved t wo memor i a l gi ft s in memory of Mrs . 11ar ga r e t R. Gr-aham, cne from
Mr s . Nan All en and one f rom Mr . and Mr s . r~orge H. Har t Jr .

Huseum News

LCHS membe r s Natalie \-li l lians , Tom Shel ton and Susi e Thomas j ourneyed to Quit man
!.londay evening Septel'lber 8t h t o a t tend a meeting of t he Br ooks Courrty Historical
Soci et y . Br-ooks Count y oc cupies a ru.ceIy restcred old Lau of f i ce f or i ts meet i ng pl ace
and i s contempl a ting es t ablishing a museun , Our members were invited to attend in
or de r to advise and fur ri sh input as t o how t o go a~)ut settir~ up a museum. As al~ays ,

t he Qui t mani t es wer e exoeedingly hospitable. As a t oken of appreciation , the Br ooks
Soci. e t~· pr esented ou r de l egati on wi th a comne rative plate depict i rg t he ol d Br ooks County
J ail (whe re pr i sone r s wer e hous ed from 1884-1980) . The jail was pl ac ed on the Nat iona l
~gister of His t or i c Places in 1982 and is pr esent ly ~sed as a Law Enf or ceme nt Museum.
~e are pl eas ed to olaee t hi s gift i n our Museum.

Many t ha nks t o Je~m Roge r s Mal one who has given us several pic t ures , SO Me of her
fa ther , E . H. Roge r s , and some of old school s cefies. All pi c t ur es a r e nicely fra~ed .

A RD'I NIl"SR -- t.o t he membe r s of Lowndes County Historical Socie t y . A s pecia l
pho togr aohi c displ ay dedicated t o the memo ry and photographic talent of Mr. Veran
Blackburn , l ong- time Val dos ta res i den t and r espec ted photographe r , will be he l d at the
Soc i e t y 's Hus eu m on Sunday NO'leclbe :- 23, 1986, fron 3: 00 to 5: 00 pm, Membe r s and non ­
~embers a r e ur~ed t o bri ng some of t he i r trea sured Bl ac kbu rn phot ographs t o be shared
wi th t he gener al oublic fo r t hi s s pec i al s howf.ng , vfe will have so meone a t the 1!us eum
on Wednes day , Novembe r 19t h , [r om 9 : )0 t o 11:30 am and again on Thursday November 20t h,
f rom 2 :00 t o 4:00 pm t o r ece i ve the photogr aphs and set t he m up f or display. Thes e
phot ographs may be individua l por-tr-m t s , family por-t r-at t s , events , s cenes - - anything
pho t og r aphed by Mr . Bl~ ekburn . Pl ease bring a~v infor~~tion conce r ning the photos
wi t h you as t o na mes, events, time t aken, etc . Photogr aphs s hared s hould be picked
up by t he l ende r i mMediately after t he s howinp, efiding a t 5 : 00 pm, Sunday November
23r d , or t he fo l lowing day on ,~onday, Novembe r 24th , f rom 10: 00 am until 12 :00 noon .

lie would appreciate your cooperation in helping make t his a r eal t r i bute to the
ar t i s t ry of '-II" . Blackburn. Re~resh,"ents an d de corations f or the event will be
furnished by t he u-HCl~b of Lowndes Courrt y , J oin us for a mo s t enjoyabl e a f'f'af r- ,

Mor e of Coach Hooks ' arti c l e next month and many t hanks again t o Mrs . Hooks f or
s haring it wi t h us a rd thanks to rii g Lou a nd Clar ence for the i r he l p .

Al bert S . Pendl e t on , Edit or
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